20th Fighter Wing Association
Colorado Springs

Post-Reunion
Newsletter
The purpose of the Association
To preserve the military history and foster esprit de corps of
past and present members of the 20 th Fighter Wing and all
previous and subsequent military iterations of that
organization. Membership in the Association will be open to past
and present members of the 20th Fighter Wing, their spouses and
such other persons who have an interest in the affairs of the
Association.

2020/2021 Board Members
Gino Passaro – President
Bill Benn – Vice President
Ron Obernier – Secretary
Jerry Fetter – Treasurer
Art Sevigny – Historian Dave Roberts – Chaplain
Missi Zender-Sakach – 2023 Reunion Chairwoman
Steve Brown – 2025 Reunion Chairman
Robert Gregory - Past Reunion Chairman

October 2021

Greetings and Salutations
From Your New President
First let me introduce myself. My name is

George ‘Gino’ Passaro.
I served in the 20th during the years of 1978 to 1982 and then
again from 1984 to 1987. During these two tours I was
assigned to the 55 TFS, the 79 TFS, CTU, Stan/Eval, and Wing
Safety. For fun I also pulled duties as a Battle Staff director
for exercises and contingencies. I have been associated with the 20 th for close to 20
years having attended the last eight reunions with my wife Claire. I’ll admit that I
benefitted by just being a crew dog from all the hard work of past Presidents, Board
Members, and Reunion Chairmen. We all have our time for service and mine came
just before this Reunion when a call came for volunteers to become President and
keep this fine association moving forward. So here I am. I want to thank Al Aman,
outgoing 20 FWA President, and Bud Abbot, past 20 FWA Chaplain, for their great
service to the Association. I also want to welcome Dave Roberts as our new 20
FWA Chaplain.
So here are my thoughts for the next 4 years. With Board and member approval,
Increase membership:
- Contact as many former Wing members, both enlisted and officers, and
invite them to join. Each of us needs to send a personal letter or email to
our friends who are not members.
- Increase enlisted membership.
- Double down on contacting current and former 20 th Wing members
associated with Shaw AFB, for without them the Association will
eventually cease to exist.
- Continue the reach-out to other fighter wing members (474 TFW ,etc).
- Reach out to those individuals who, for lack of a better term, are fans of the
20th to become associate members
- Work with the 20 FWA Board to welcome and act on ideas from all
members.
Support Missi Sakach, Chairperson for the 2023 Reunion in Dayton OH, to help
ensure the next event is a total success. To make this happen will require
maximum attendance from 20 FWA members!
Maintain a strong financial profile.
- Determine a baseline for fund balance and explore ways to utilize the
remaining funds to further the goals and exposure of the Association.
Maintain and/or increase visibility of Association at Shaw AFB.
Work with current 20 FW and Squadron leaders on inclusion of 20 FWA
members to 20 FW events.

Reunion Reflections
From your Board Members

Gino Passaro – President

The reunion was a welcome social event following the ups and downs of the Covid-19 pandemic. It was
great to see that so many of our fellow members and associates made the event. I personally met five
members and their spouses that I had not seen in over 40 years. Appearances may have changed but the
fellowship, fire, fun, and love of life and country was still a strong spark and a welcomed change.
I hope that those members who had to cancel for various reasons are in good health and spirits and I (we)
look forward to seeing them at our next reunion in 2023. Bob and Kathy Gregory were super hosts and
pulled off a spectacular reunion. Thanks to you both and to all those that assisted.
The weather was perfect even though we hit 90 degree temperatures a few days. I did go on two tours, one
to the Air Force Academy airfield where we had several cadets and officers talk to us about the parachute
and flying training and allowed us to play with the flying simulators. The other tour I went on was the
National Museum of World War ll Aviation. What a delight to see several fully restored and flyable
warbirds. Our guide, Phil, did an excellent job of talking about all the aircraft present and the ongoing
restoration efforts. They even had a workable Link trainer from the 40s and demonstrated how it worked
which I thought was amazing for the time. Phil was in his 80s but you would not know it. I guess being
around airplanes keeps you young at heart. Just the smell of the airplanes and hanger bought memories of
my flying days.
The dinner/show at the Flying W Ranch was a good time had by all. The food was good and the live country
music was tops. I was touched by the reserved table they had in front of the theater which had name
plaques and table settings for each of the 13 warriors that died during the evacuation at the Kabul airport.
Looking around I could see that others felt the same as well. My hats off to the Flying W Ranch!
Of course the final event was the formal banquet. The guys cleaned up pretty good and tolerated wearing a
tie for a couple hours but the ladies were especially sharp, our brides and soulmates who followed us
through our careers and after and allowed us to do what we love. Gen Eberhart's keynote speech on the
events surrounding 9/11 were appropriate given that our banquet was held on 20th anniversary of this
infamous event. Thank you Gen Eberhart for helping the nation through those trying times. It was also a
nice touch that Gen Q. C. Brown, Jr., current CSAF and past member of the 20 FW, sent a letter of
congratulations to the members of the 20 FWA.
Now some administrative stuff. I like wearing apparel reflecting my service. In particular squadron t-shirts
and hats. Several members asked me where I purchased the items. So here is a list of websites you can
visit. I can’t guarantee that what you want is there because they change offerings often. But I am sure that
if you diligently search these sights you will find something that you like. Just search or google 20TFW,
20FW, bases, and squadrons. Here goes:
www.aviatorgear.com
www.fighterpilotuniversity.com

www.squadrontees.com
www.cafepress.com

www.zazzle.com

Bill Benn – Vice President
“Fantastic” is the one word I would use to describe the 2021 biennial 20th Fighter Wing
Association reunion. The planning, scheduling and layout of events made the region most
pleasurable. The tour the National Museum of WWII Aviation and WestPAC Restorations was
truly rewarding. We saw the planes my Dad (ball turret gunner, B-17) had talked about and
that were featured in films. The excellent guide talked in detail about the history-making
PBY Strawberry 11, the aircraft that found the Japanese fleet off Midway, as well as the P38s that made history in the Pacific because of their long flying range. Dinner and the show
at the Flying W Ranch was different and enjoyable. In about 30 minutes they fed around 500
people a delicious chuckwagon meal. The after-dinner show was reminiscent of sitting around
a campfire to close the day. The Garden of the Gods was spectacular! The tour guide
enthusiastically shared his vast knowledge of this fascinating location; unfortunately, the day
was just too hot for most of the group, and only a few stalwart members completed the
tour. As the Vice President, I would like to say to Bob and Kathy Gregory “A job superbly
done!”

Bud Abbott - Chaplain
Kudos to Bob Gregory, chairman, & wife Kathy, for organizing a superb reunion, especially having
to deal with the pandemic challenges & last minute changes. Many thanks to those who were
there early to set up & prepare for registration. That seemed to go smoothly. With the
exception of Golf being canceled, I think everything else was A+. The Hotel Elegante
accommodations were very adequate & staff helpful. I appreciated their airport shuttle
service. The National Museum of WW ll Aviation was an excellent guided tour & the Flying W
Ranch is to be commended for the emotional tribute to the 13 deceased military members in
Afghanistan. Breakfast being available each day in the hotel was a plus & the Formal Banquet
was done well. The Hospitality Room was adequate & we were allowed to provide our own drinks
& snacks. Thanks Jerry for the plaque acknowledging eight years service as chaplain.
Congratulations to Dave Roberts as our new chaplain & Gino Passaro as president. See you in
Dayton in 2023! Regards, “Bud”

Ron Obernier - Secretary

What a reunion. I thought everything was well planned and every detail was thought out to
perfection. Bob and Kathy were everywhere to help and assist anyone (usually me) letting
me know what was next and where I needed to be at any given point. The hotel (after
finding me a room within 10 miles of the hospitality room) was great. The free breakfast
was a treat with a private dining room and a buffet featuring all the “good stuff” I probably
should not eat – but it was sooooooo good. The food on Thursday and Saturday night was
superb and the fellowship was worth the two year wait. All the scheduled events around the
Colorado Springs area were well attended and first class. Unfortunately the Chapel at the
AF Academy was under renovation and was enclosed in a large covering that prevented
seeing even a small part of the exterior. A shame but I’m told the structure was in bad need
of a face lift. The Flying W feast was a “hoot”. Some might say how “hokie” it was but I
found it to be refreshing to actually be able to hear without the decibel level being over
1000. The food was good and the show was just good clean fun. A true family affair with no
alcohol allowed or served. Of course the hospitality room was well stocked and well

attended every day. On a scale of 1 to 10 everyone I spoke to rated the reunion at least a 15.
Thanks again Bob and Kathy – well done.

Jerry Fetter - Treasurer

Old friends take time to ride the recently
updated Cog Train to Pikes Peak on 10 Sep
2021 at 20 FWA Reunion in Colorado Springs.
From Left: Phil & Marcia Myers, Jimmy &
Nancy Lee, Mimi West & Jerry Fetter. Enjoying
the local area as well as the Reunion Banquet
and events.

From Left: Jerry Fetter (474 FW, 347 FW,
20 FW), John “Phil” Myers (474 FW, 388
FW), and Jimmy Lee (474 FW, 347 FW)
meet again at 20 FW Association Reunion
in Colorado Springs, CO. on Sep 11, 2021.
The three Old Guys were in the first class
of pilot training graduates to upgrade
from the right seat to the left seat of the
F-111 in May to July 1969 after
accumulating 150 hours in the right seat.
All later became Instructor Pilots. Not
too bad for age 80 something.

Thank you letter to our Guest Speaker
General Eberhart

20 fighter Wing
AssociAtion
th

General Eberhart, 18 September 2021
On behalf of members of the 20th Fighter Wing Association (20 FWA), I Thank You and
Karen for being our guests at our biannual 20FWA Reunion Formal Banquet in Colorado
Springs on Saturday, 11 September 2021.We were honored to have you as our keynote
speaker. Your presentation covering the 9/11 National Command Control, especially the
decision protocols, was very enlightening. Thanks for sharing your time and experience. I
was pleased to note both of you seemed to have a good time. Unfortunately, with all the
background noise, I did miss out on much of the conversations at our table.

Col Bob Gregory (USAF Ret), can be reached with questions or comments at 719-232-4908,
or 719-726-4762, or robertnkathy@live.com. I can be reached at 406-207-5118, or
al_aman@charter.net. Follow-up information about the reunion and “pictures” should be on
our website, (www.20fwa.org), within a month.
Thank You for sharing your Executive Service Experience and joining us at our 20 thFighter
Wing Association event!
Sincerely,

(signed)
Alroy (Al) Aman LTCOL (USAFRet)
20FWA President

Random pictures from the Reunion

More pictures

Who is this fleet footed aviator?
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eX-PresiDent’s neWsLetter inPUt

Dear Members, Family, and Friends

October 7, 2021

Just a few parting comments as I vacate the office of 20th Fighter Wing Association President.
First, I want to thank the entire Board of Directors for the excellent outcome to the 2021 20 th
FWA Reunion in Colorado Springs last month. Bob and Kathy Gregory put on a Stellar
Function, even in the midst of the lagging pandemic! Kathy and her gang of ladies added
another Star to the hospitality definition. Everyone appeared to enjoy the side trips in spite of
the record heat and high density altitude. (I experienced serious altitude effects a couple of
times!)
Secondly, all of the meeting events were timely, well organized, and productive. My heartfelt
Thanks and Congratulations to George and Claire Passaro for accepting the election as the New
Preident; to Dave and Betty Roberts for accepting the election as Chaplain; and to Steve and
Janet Brown for accepting the Chairmanship for the 2025 Reunion to be held in Tucson, AZ.
My Thank You, Farewell, and God Speed to Bud Abbott our past Chaplain and his lovely wife,
Pauline!(They were my family’s sponsors to the 20th TFW/ 77th TFS in 1972.)
Finally, the formal banquet was excellent! General Eberhart delivered a superb executive
review of the 9/11 events as our key speaker. He and his spouse had a great time at the banquet.
The POW/MIA/Departed Members Memorial Table was perfect, and reflected our dedication to
the purpose of our Association. My thanks to the cadets providing the Honor Guard, and the
Active Duty Members representing Shaw AFB, SC. I hope their impression of our efforts will
help carry on our traditions into the future! I Salute all of you and Thank You for the Heartfelt
Send Off you gave me at the end of my term! Thanks for the
opportunity to serve you, and God Bless! Al

General Dynamics F-111E
20th TFW Upper Heyford 1982
Artist: Paul Howard
Litho Overall Size: 16" x 20", Image Size: 13" x 18"
Cost. Best to pay with PayPal.
Unsigned Litho: 30 British Pounds plus Shipping. Signed Litho: 50 British Pounds plus Shipping
Artist's Email: paul1981h@yahoo.co.uk.

Artist's Website: info@classic-aircraft.co.uk

Also note that the artist donated a signed litho to the 20 FWA, which we
auctioned for $300 at the last Colorado Springs reunion.

MIA/POW TABLE
The MIA/POW table is reserved to honor
our missing comrades in arms.
The table cloth is white symbolizing the
purity of their motives when answering the
call of duty.

20th Fighter Wing Association

Missing Members
(Since November 2019)
Keith Bailey Gary Ball
Charles Cleveland
Ken Geiger
Lloyd Helms
Dottie Krasovich
John Lorber
Phil Lowenthal
Lew Martin Ray Rider
David Schmitz, 1Lt

The single red rose, displayed in a vase,
reminds us of the life of each of the missing
and their loved ones and friends of these
Americans who keep the faith awaiting
answers.
The vase is tied with a red ribbon, symbol of
our continued determination to account for
our missing.
The slice of lemon on the bread plate
represents the bitter fate of the missing.
A pinch of salt symbolizes the tears endured
by those missing and their families who seek
answers.
The Bible represents the strength gained
through faith to sustain those lost from our
country, founded as one nation under God.

New Officers elected
at the General
Membership Meeting
Gino Passaro – President
Dave Roberts – Chaplain
Steve Brown – 2025
Tucsan Reunion

The glass is inverted to symbolize their
inability to share this evening's toast.
The chair is empty--they are missing.

We remember, for they will always be
with us.

Bill Coulter (left) 20th FWA Member and member of the Vietnam
Veterans of America, Chapter 228 participates in POW/MIA
Recognition Day Held on September 17 th at Patriot Park, Somers, NJ

Membership Update
A hearty welcome to new Association members/associates
who have recently joined since the Reunion:

John Chapman and his wife Sue. John was a member of the 20TFW at Upper Heyford
and assigned to the 77/79 during the years 77-79, 80-83. He flew the F111.John and Sue reside in El
Dorado Hills, CA.Email at chapman.john44@gmail.com

Pete Gamage and his wife Amelia. Pete was a member of the 474th and flew the
F111. Pete and Amelia reside in Henderson, NV. Email at gamagef111@gmail.com

Roger Peterson and his wife Sheila. Pete was a member of the 474th at Nellis and
Takhli during the years 71-79. He flew the F111. Pete and Sheila reside in Henderson, NV. Email at
rogerepetersonusfa70@gmail.com

George Peterson and his wife Sue. Pete was a member of the 20th at Upper Heyford
during the years 74-76 and the 474th at Nellis. He flew the F111. Pete and Sue reside in Las Vegas,
NV.Email at georgepete38@gmail.com

Jim Roper was a member of the 20TRANS at Upper Heyford during the years 75-77.Jim resides in
Colorado Springs, CO.Email at jimroper@roperbooks.com

A Little History
In an attempt to bring our history to life we will be presenting past articles associated with
our members and the 20th Wing. This article appeared in the Guardian on 29 July 1987.
It features Brad Insley, who just became the first pilot to hit 4,000 hours in the F-111.

th

79 TFS Pilot
Logs 4000 hours
in the F111

79th TFS Pilot
Breaks
Record

The 20th Fighter Wing Association was established to preserve the military history and foster esprit
de corps of past and present members of the 20th Fighter Wing and all previous and subsequent
military iterations of that organization. So here’s a blast from the past. It’s an article about the 20th
Fighter Group Association Reunion in Colorado Springs in 1985. Of note is a photo of a young Art
Sevigny, our own historian, who was elected to be the Liaison with the 20th Tac. Ftr. Wing.

2023 Reunion

20th FWA Treasurer Report

REQUEST FROM THE ASSOCIATON HISTORIAN
BASE PAPERS NEEDED

Over the past few years, I’ve been working with the Upper Heyford Heritage
Center to add copies of the base paper to our archives, but there are plenty
of holes. If you have any copies you’d like to donate or loan, please get in
touch with me at history@20fwa.org. This request includes those from
Wethersfield, Woodbridge and Upper Heyford

20th Fighter Wing
Past & Present
___________________________________________________________

20th Fighter Wing Association
Ron Obernier, Secretary
216 West main Street
Lebanon, Illinois 62254

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

