20th Fighter Wing Association
WANTS YOU

The 2021 Reunion is just around the
corner and your presence is requested.
As you know by now that the reunion
will be in Colorado Springs, CO from the
9-12 September. See details below.
If you haven’t made your hotel
reservations or sent in your
Registration Form there’s still
time.
Your Board and especially Robert and
Kathy Gregory have organized a great
schedule of events that is sure to please
everyone.
Our numbers continue to rise daily with some
59 members already registered for the event.

So what are you waiting on?
Make that commitment and join
the crowd.

2020/2021 Board Members
Al Aman – President
Bill Benn – Vice President
Ron Obernier – Secretary Jerry Fetter – Treasurer
Art Sevigny – Historian Wayne Abbott – Chaplain
Bob Gregory - 2021 Reunion Chairman
Missi Zender-Sakach – 2023 Reunion Chairwoman
Dave Roberts - Past Reunion Chairman

The purpose of the Association
To preserve the military history and foster esprit de corps of past
and present members of the 20th Fighter Wing and all previous
and subsequent military iterations of that organization.
Membership in the Association will be open to past and present
members of the 20th Fighter Wing, their spouses and such other
persons who have an interest in the affairs of the Association.

Greetings and Salutations
From Your President
Dear Members, Family, and Friends
June 28, 2021
This will be my last letter before our Colorado Springs
Reunion in September. We are experiencing a record heat
wave in the northwest at the time, but hope you will have
had a great and safe 4th of July as you read this. Val and I
are so glad that the covid lockdown is finally loosening up.
She has been busy for a couple of weeks doing garage/yard sales, clearing out items
we had accumulated in recent years and didn’t use anymore. We haven’t lived in
one place this long our entire lives, and it seems amazing how much we

accumulated. Those regular active duty moves certainly helped keep the amount of
this stuff down.
Thanks to Marty Gladden, our Shaw liaison member, the 2021 Awards Program has
provided us with outstanding award selectees, and the Congratulation
Certificates/Awards packages have been coordinated and completed. Thanks to all
the support from Shaw AFB personnel! I hope the awardees will be able to join us
at our reunion so we can thank them personally. Selectee details will appear in
another section of this newsletter.
Our reunion registration appears to be coming along better than expected with the
help of guests invited by members and friends of the association. Reunion
Chairman, Bob Gregory, has done an outstanding job putting this event together,
providing an excellent venue for lodging, visiting friends, sight-seeing and dining.
Visit our web site, 20fwa.org, for activity details, recent changes, and updates to the
attendance list. We are so grateful for his energy and effort! If any of you are
blessed with this kind of energy and enthusiasm, please consider standing for
election to board positions of president and chaplain during this year’s election!
We need you to keep the Association functional!
I followed up with my intent mentioned in my previous letter by welcoming all the
combat members who participated in Harvest Reaper, Combat Lancer and Line
Backer missions. Some of them have an independent reunion in Colorado Springs
at the same time as ours so it will be interesting to see how many come over to visit
with us. A Special Thanks to all of you who are helping to bring more folks
together for our reunion! Looking forward to seeing you there!
Al

Welcome to the
20th Fighter Wing Association
2021 Reunion in
Colorado Springs, CO

REUNION

UPDATES

On 2021 Colorado Springs Reunion—As of 10 July 2021
See the 20 FWA Newsletter (20FWA.Org) for Additional Reunion
Details, to include the Reunion Program, the Latest List of
Attendees, Details on Scheduled/Optional Events and the Guest
Speaker, and a Registration Form.
Remember These Dates
Cutoff to Reserve Hotel Rooms at Discounted Rate: Sunday, 15 August .
Please submit the Completed Registration Form by Saturday, 21 August.
1. ATTENDEES. As of 15 July 2021, we have 107 members, spouses and guests registered to
attend the 20 FWA Reunion scheduled for 9-11 September 2021 at the Hotel Elegante in
Colorado Springs. People invited to attend the reunion include current and past members
(officers, enlisted, and civilians) of the 20th Fighter Wing, the 474th Tactical Fighter Wing, the
347th Tactical Fighter Wing, as well as any guest(s) of active or associate members of the 20 th
Fighter Wing Association.
2.COVID-19 PROTOCOLS. The state of Colorado and the city of Colorado Springs are open to
all visitors. Vaccinations and masks are optional at all scheduled reunion venues. Be advised
that masks may be required at a few businesses in Colorado.
3. U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY. All U.S. Air Force Academy facilities are currently closed to all
visitors; however, this restriction is expected to be lifted by the middle of August. If/when the
Academy opens to visitors, we will make an effort to schedule visits to the Planetarium and

the Academy Sports complexes. The Visitors Center, to include an introductory/background
film, is also expected to be open at that time.
4. PIKES PEAK COG RAILWAY. The Pikes Peak Cog Railway, with new terminal, track, train cars,
and Summit House, is fully operational. Advanced purchase of tickets is highly recommended,
as the trains often are sold out before the desired date. Tickets can be purchased on line at
www.cograilway.com. There are no senior or military discounts. Cost for a Standard Ticket,
with assigned seats and no guarantee the seats will be together, is $61.40 (including taxes and
fees). Cost for a Reserved Ticket, with a choice of availability seating, is $71.90 (including taxes
and fees).
5. U.S. OLYMPIC AND PARALYMPIC MUSEUM. The U.S. Olympic and Paralympics Museum is
fully open for visitors. The museum is open 10 AM – 5 PM (Sunday – Friday), and 9 AM – 6 PM
on Saturday. Cost for a ticket with a military or senior discount is $20.35 (including tax).
Tickets can be purchased at the door or on-line at www.usopm.org.
6. PLANNED/SCHEDULED EVENTS. All other planned Reunion events will take place as
previously scheduled.
7.ADDITIONAL UPDATES. Any additional updates before the start of the Reunion will be
posted to the 20 FWA website (20FWA.Org).
8.QUESTIONS. For questions about the reunion or the Colorado Springs area, contact Bob
Gregory (email: robertnkathy@live.com or phone 719-232-4908).

Help Make This Reunion A Success
Personally contact your friends and encourage them to join us in Colorado
The 20thFighter Wing Association (20 FWA) Reunion will be held 9-11 September 2021 in
Colorado Springs, Colorado, with registration starting on Thursday, 9 September, and
concluding with the formal banquet on Saturday, 11 September. The 20 FWA Board is
also happy to welcome members of the 474 TFW and the 347 TFW to join us in Colorado
Springs for this special event. A full list of reunion activities is provided below. All details
are also found on the 20 FWA Website (www.20FWA.Org).

Coronavirus Precautions and Cancelation Policy. When deciding to proceed
with the reunion as scheduled in September 2021, the 20 FWA Board assumed
that COVID-19 protocols approved by the City of Colorado Springs and the
State of Colorado will allow access to all planned events. Additionally, reunion

activities can be expected to comply with state and city COVID-19 guidelines.
To help ensure individual safety, all reunion attendees are highly encouraged
to have completed their corona virus vaccinations before attending the
20 FWA Reunion. If the reunion or any scheduled event is cancelled for any
reason, all fees paid with your Reunion Registration will be reimbursed in full.
Area History. The 20 FWA could not have picked a nicer location than Colorado Springs for the 2021
Reunion. Celebrating its 150th anniversary this year, the City of Colorado Springs is situated on the Front
Range of the Rocky Mountains and has a rich history. While traveling through the area in 1870, the founder of
the city, retired Army General William Jackson Palmer, wrote his wife, “Could one live in constant view of
these grand mountains without being elevated by them into a lofty plain of thought and purpose?” Nearby Pikes
Peak is more than just a mountain; it is a National Historic Landmark that is also known to be emotionally
moving. After reaching the summit of Pikes Peak on a mule in 1893, Katharine Lee Bates said, “...I saw the
view...all the wonder of America displayed there, with the sea-like expanse.” So inspired, she wrote America
the Beautiful, a poem which later became perhaps the nation’s most beloved patriotic anthem. Today, Colorado
Springs covers 195 square miles and has a metropolitan area with over 650,000 people. The city is also home to
several key military installations, to include the U.S. Air Force Academy, Fort Carson (U.S. Army 4 th Infantry
Division), Peterson Air Force Base (U.S. Northern Command and U.S. Space Force), Schriever Air Force Base
(U.S. Space Force satellite operations), and Cheyenne Mountain (underground command center for the North
American Aerospace Defense Command).
Climate. The Rocky Mountains capture most of the precipitation from eastward-moving storm systems, giving
the Pikes Peak region dry and sunny weather during most of the year. Average temperatures in Colorado
Springs for September are highs of 75° F and lows of 48° F. Average precipitation for September is 1.1 inches.
In the past 20 years, the city has seen only one snowfall during September; however, that was in 2020. So
check the forecast before packing for your trip.
Hotel. The 20FWA Reunion will be held at the Hotel Eleganté Conference and Event Center, 2886 South
Circle Drive, Colorado Springs, CO 80906.
Phone: 719-576-5900, Fax: 719-576-7695,
Web: http://www.hotelelegante.com/. The room rate is
$131.20 ($119 plus $12.20 tax) for a standard-size room
(one king bed or two queen beds) and includes a
breakfast buffet in the hotel’s Rustlers Country Cafe.
The hotel is offering this same rate for up to three nights
before and after the reunion dates: Sunday, 5 September
through Tuesday,
14 September (checking out on 15 September). There is
no additional charge for overnight parking and the hotel
provides free Wi-Fi access. The hotel is also offering a 20% discount in hotel restaurants and shops. Please note
that 75 rooms are blocked each night for the reunion.

The cutoff for hotel reservations is Sunday, 15 August 2021--so make reservations early!
The hotel Link for reservations is:

https://www.reseze.net/servlet/SendPage?hotelid=1410@skipfirstpage=true&page=2639971

Individuals can also make their own reservations by calling 1-800-981-4012 or 719-576-5900. Cancellations
must occur no later than 24 hours prior to arrival date to avoid a cancellation fee of first night’s room and tax.
Credit cards will not be charged until departure.
Airlines. Colorado Springs Municipal Airport is serviced by American, Delta, Frontier, Southwest, and United
airlines. Numerous car rental agencies are also located at the airport. Denver International Airport is 90 miles
to the north (1 ½ hours away by car).
Transportation from Colorado Springs Airport to Hotel. Hotel Eleganté offers free transport from the
Colorado Springs Airport to the hotel. Call the hotel, 719-576-5900 or 1-800-981-4012 once you land at the
Colorado Springs Airport to arrange the hotel shuttle.
Transportation to/from Reunion Events. As needed, bus transportation may be scheduled to transport
reunion attendees to and from scheduled events. Cost will depend on how many people will require bus
transport, and the fee will be collected at Reunion Registration.
Visiting the U.S. Air Force Academy By Car. Public areas of the Academy are open to visitors from 9 AM to
6 PM. Visitors with a valid Military ID can enter through either the North Gate (exit 156 on Interstate 25) or
the South Gate (exit 150 on Interstate 25). You might also be asked to show proof of insurance and valid
vehicle registration, and all vehicles are subject to inspection/search by security personnel. Visitors without a
valid Military ID can either be “sponsored” and enter as a passenger in the car driven by a DoD ID holder, enter
through the North Gate after 9 AM and show a valid driver’s license, or get a base pass from the Visitors Center
located at the South Gate. If you are driving a rental car, keep the rental agreement and current proof of
insurance in the vehicle at all times. Note—Firearms are prohibited at all times.
High Altitude Precautions. It should be noted that the elevation in Colorado Springs averages around 6,000
feet, which may result in an individual’s fluid loss during the acclimatization process. To prevent or reduce the
effects of high altitude, all newcomers are encouraged to stay hydrated by drinking three to four quarts of water
per day until their bodies adjust to the lower air pressure.
Registration Confirmation. You can expect the Reunion Chairperson, Bob Gregory, to reply to your email
address to confirm he has received your Reunion Registration with payment. Contact Bob (Email:
RobertnKathy@Live.Com or Phone 719-726-4762 or 719-232-4908) if you have questions about the reunion
and/or the Colorado Springs area.

20 FWA Membership. Individuals attending the 20 FWA Reunion in Colorado Springs, and
who are past or present officer, enlisted, or civilian members of the 20th Fighter Wing, are
expected to be a member of the 20 FWA. An individual can join (or rejoin) the 20 FWA at the
time of registration, or they can go to the 20 FWA website (20FWA.Org) and sign up prior to
the reunion. Dues are $20 per year; no back dues are required to be paid. Individuals who have
an interest in the affairs of the 20 FWA, but have never served in the 20th Fighter Wing, may
pay the $20 annual dues at time of registration, or they can go to the 20 FWA website
(20FWA.Org) and sign up prior to the reunion. Individuals with an interest in the affairs of the
20th Fighter Wing, but do not wish to join the association, are also welcome to attend the
reunion and will be considered guests of the 20 FWA. Note—20 FWA membership application
and reunion registration are two separate events. All 20 FWA members, associate members,
and guests will be required to pay registration and other applicable reunion fees

SEE REUNION UPDATES (above)
FOR ADDITIONAL AND LATEST INFORMATION
Scheduled Reunion Events (included on the Reunion Registration Form).
Thursday, 9 September 2021.
1. Check-In at Hotel Eleganté. Normal check-in starts at 3 PM daily.
2. Registration and Hospitality Room. Reunion registration will start at 11 AM outside the Aspen Room on 2nd floor of
the hotel. With exception of times during formally scheduled reunion events at the hotel, the reunion hospitality suites in
the Aspen Room and the adjoining Breckenridge Room on the 2nd floor of the hotel will be open from 1 PM to 11 PM
daily.
3. 20 FWA Board Meeting. Time and location to be announced at Reunion Registration.
4. Informal Welcome Italian Dinner Buffet. Following a cocktail hour at 6 PM with a pay-as-you-go (cash or credit
card) bar on the outdoor patio at the hotel, an informal welcome dinner buffet will be held across the hall in the Pikes
Peak Ballroom at the hotel. The Italian Buffet will include several meat and/or pasta entrée selections. Cost per person
will be $35 (including service charge and tax).

- Friday, 10 September 2021.
1. Tour National Museum of WWII Aviation and WestPac Restoration
Facility. The museum is located at 775 Aviation Way (adjacent to the
Colorado Springs Municipal Airport) and is open 10 AM – 4:30 PM FridaySunday. Starting at 10 AM on Friday, 10 September, reunion attendees are
scheduled to have a guided tour of the museum and West Pac Restoration
Facility. Guided tours will last approximately two hours, and the cost is $11
per person (entry fee and tour). See the museum’s Website
worldwariiaviation.org or phone 719-637-7559 for additional details.
2. U.S. Air Force Academy. See Update. Visit the U.S. Air Force
Academy in Colorado Springs, with highlights to include the visitor’s
center, the newly renovated Planetarium Theater (with shows at 12:30 and
1:30 PM), and the Falcon Athletic Center (with the Academy Athletic
Hall of Fame). Weather permitting, we may also be able to observe the
cadet wing marching to lunch (11:30 AM – 12 PM) from the Honor Court
wall overlooking the Terrazzo. Please note that the Cadet Chapel is
undergoing major renovations and will be closed throughout September.
3. Dinner and Show at Flying W Ranch. Open since1953,
the Flying W Ranch offers a family style “chuck wagon” BBQ
dinner and entertainment with the Flying W Wranglers at their
facilities located at 3330 Chuckwagon Road, Colorado Springs
CO. The 3-course meal includes smoked beef brisket, smoked
turkey breast, smoked sausage, baked potato, beans, biscuits,
desert, and drinks (tea, coffee and lemonade). The grounds
open at 5 PM, dinner starts at 6:30 PM, and the 1-hour show
starts at 7:30 PM. The cost is $55 per person. See the Flying W

Ranch Website FlyingW.Com or phone 719-598-400 for additional details. Guests should notify the ranch the day before
the event if they wish to receive a gluten free meal.

- Saturday, 10 September 2021.
1. Golf Tournament at the Air Force Academy Golf Course. Starting at 10:30 AM on Saturday,
10 September, we have T-times reserved on the Air Force Academy Silver Course. For those with a military or Veterans
Health ID, the cost is $55 (green fee plus cart). The cost for civilians is $68 for the green fee and $16 for a cart. Club
rentals cost $40. Contact Merrill Clark (email: MGCF111@Gmail.com or phone 1-830-481-7195) if interested in playing
golf. Note—The cutoff to contact Merrill and confirm you are playing golf is 10 August.
2. History and Geology Guided Walking Tour of Garden of the
Gods Park. Starting at 9 AM and 1 PM, we have scheduled two 1½hour History and Geology guided walking tours of the Garden of the
Gods Park. Each tour will be limited to 25 people max, and will cover
approximately 1½ to 2 miles on a paved surface. As included on the
Reunion Registration Form, we are asking each participant to make a $5
donation which will be contributed to the Friends of the Garden of the
Gods.
3. 20 FWA General Membership Meeting. Time and location to be available at Registration.
4. 20 FWA Formal Banquet. Starting with a cocktail hour at 6 PM with pay-as-you-go (cash or credit card) bar, the
formal banquet will be held in the hotel. The sit-down dinner will include a selection of three main entrées (Flat Iron
Steak, chef-prepared Chicken Cordon Bleu, or Filet of Salmon), plus a chef-selected vegetarian option. Cost per person is
$46. Please notify the Reunion Chairman about any diet restrictions for the meal. Dress for the Reunion Banquet is coat
and tie. The guest speaker at the banquet will be announced once finalized.
Changes to the Original Reunion Schedule Due to COVID-19
1. The Air Force Academy Football Game schedule for 2021 was recently changed and there will no longer be a game
at the Air Force Academy on Saturday, 11 September.
2. COVID-19 protocols put in place to protect high priority military operations will not allow us to tour the Cheyenne
Mountain underground command center for the North American Aerospace Defense Command.
3. Any additional late-notice changes to the Reunion Schedule will be made available when registering at the hotel. If
any scheduled event is cancelled for any reason, all fees paid with your Reunion Registration will be reimbursed in
full.

Other Attractions in Colorado Springs Area (not on the Registration Form).
1. U.S. Olympic & Paralympics’ Museum, 200 S. Sierra Madre St, Colorado Springs CO. Open Sun-Fri
10 AM-5 PM and Sat 9 AM-6 PM. Cost $19.95 for Seniors and Active/Retired Military. Contact Website usopm.org or
phone 719-497-1234.
2. U.S. Olympic & Paralympic Training Center, 1 Olympic Plaza, Colorado Springs. Contact Website teamusa.org,
Phone 719-866-4618, or Email: csotc.visitorcenter@usopc.org. Note—Details are not available at this time due to
COVID-19 restrictions.

3. Cripple Creek Mining Town, located 48 miles (1 hour and 10 minutes by car) west of Colorado Springs. This
historic gold mining town in the Rocky Mountains includes several gambling casinos.
4. Pikes Peak Cog Railway, 515 Ruxton Avenue, Manitou Springs. The highest cog railway in the world with a recent
$100 million renovation (new station, track, engines, and train cars), it runs 8.9 miles along the side of Pikes Peak to the
new Visitors Center at the top of the 14,115 foot summit. For individual reservations go to their Website
www.cograilway.com or call 719-685-5401. You can also check with the Hotel Concierge (719-576-5900, Ext 1623) to
see if the hotel can offer discounted tickets. Notes—(1) Reservations are highly recommended as the train fills up early
during peak periods, and (2) you can expect it to be very cool at the summit.
5. Pikes Peak Highway Toll Road, located west of town off U.S. Highway 24. Open 9 AM to 3 PM daily, a 19-mile
scenic drive ascends to Pikes Peak summit of 14,115 feet. Cost is $10 per car passenger. Website pikes-peak.com or
phone 719-385-7325 for additional details. Note—You can expect it to be very cool at the summit.
6. Garden of the Gods Park, located on the west side of Colorado Springs. Free entry to the park with red sandstone
formations (some as high as 300’). Visitor Center hours 8AM - 7 PM daily.
7. Dragonman’s Military Museum, located at 1200 Dragon Man Drive, Colorado Springs (17 miles /30 minutes by car
east of Hotel Eleganté). Open 9:30 AM – 4 PM Tuesday-Sunday. See the Website dragonmans.com or call 719-683-2200
for information about times and cost for a 2 ½ hour guided tour of this private museum with an amazing collection of
military memorabilia and equipment.
8. Cave of the Winds Mountain Park, located near Manitou Springs (five miles west of Colorado Springs). Contacts:
Website caveofthewinds.com or phone 719-685-5444.
9. Cheyenne Mountain Zoo, located south side of Colorado Springs. Open 9AM-5PM
daily. Contact Website cmzoo.org or phone 719-633-9925. Note—Reservations are
highly recommended.
10. Royal Gorge Bridge and Park, located 58 miles (1 hour and 15 minutes by car)
south of Colorado Springs. The park is open 7 AM to dusk. Contact Website
royalgorgebridge.com or phone 719- 275-7507 for additional details.
11. The Airplane Restaurant, located at 1665 N. Newport Road, Colorado Springs.
The restaurant is located near the Colorado Springs Airport, and includes a fully intact
Boeing KC-97 tanker as its centerpiece. There is seating for 275 “passengers” total,
with up to 46 folks actually eating inside the plane. This unique establishment also has
100s of aviation photos, memorabilia, and rare artifacts. A military discount may be available. Contact Website
theairplanerestaurant.com or phone 719-570-7656 for additional details.

Please submit your completed Registration Form with payment not later than
21 August 2021. Make checks payable to “20 FWA” and mail with completed registration form
to:
Bob Gregory, 17588 Cabin Hill Lane, Colorado Springs CO 80908
You will receive an Email to confirm your registration and payment have been received.

For questions about the reunion or the Colorado Springs area contact Bob Gregory (Email:
RobertNKathy@Live.Com or Phone 719-232-4908 or 719-726-4762)

List of 20th Fighter Group/Wing Reunions
As you can see from the list the 20th and its various reiterations have been having reunions for quite some time. The
earliest hint of a reunion came from the 77thin a squadron newsletter called “Outcry Cryer,” “Outcry was the squadron’s
call sign during World War Two. The newsletter stated that in Oct 1947 plans were put in motion to have a squadron
reunion in St. Louis. But alas I’ve not been able to confirm the reunion ever came off. Then in 1955 a possible low-key
reunion was to be held at Maxwell AFB, but again no confirmation it ever happened. Finally in May 1962 the 20 th held
its first full-blown reunion at the Air Force Academy. Our 2021 reunion will be just eight months shy of 60 years since
that first reunion in Colorado Springs. The first reunion consisted of members dating back to its first days in the early
1930’s right up to it current members. In 1983 the World War Two members (20 th Fighter Group Association) held their
first reunion for the purpose of dedicating a memorial at their WW2 airfield, Kings Cliffe, England. Following this highly
successful reunion they started having reunions every year until their numbers started dwindling and in 2001 the 20 th
FGA merged with our band of merry men and women. The 20 th FWA started having reunions in 1985 which were
attended by mostly F-84 and F-100 era members. Around the early 1990s the F-111 crowd caused unrest in the 20 th
FWA. It seems a core group of F-84 drivers took issue that members from multiple crew position aircraft were starting
to join. In no short order a sizable number of the F-84 members split off and held their own reunions to maintain the
“purity” of the “fighter world.”
Date
1955
1962
1964
1983
1984
1985
1985
1986
1986
1987
1987
1988
1989
1989
1989
1990
1991
1991
1992
1993
1993
1994
1995

Location
Maxwell AFB, AL
USAF Academy
El Tropicana Motor Hotel
San Antonio, TX
United Kingdom
Los Angles
Colorado Springs, CO
Ft Walton Beach, FL
United Kingdom
Washington D.C.
Ft Walton Beach, FL
Pittsburgh, PA
St. Louis
Holiday Inn Embarcadero
San Diego, CA
Denver, CO
Wright Patterson AFB, OH
Seattle, WA
Hacienda Hotel
Las Vegas, NV
Knoxville, TN
San Antonio, TX
Ft Walton Beach, FL
Orlando, FL
Salt Lake City, UT
Albuquerque, NM

Host
?
LtGen Robert M. Lee
Maj Gen H. K. Mooney

Matt Cicero
Col Don Armstrong

20FGA
8AF/20FGA
20FGA
20FWA
20FWA
20FWA
20FWA
8AF/20FGA
20FGA
20FWA

Plaque dedication
Dan Oxley & Merle Nichols
Al Krish& Diane Palmer

20FGA
20FGA
20FGA
20FWA

Mathew Cicero
Col John Kropenick
Edward Steiner
Col John Kropenick

Chris Pannel
Col Robert Bond

Col Andy Patten

20FGA
20FGA
20FWA
20FGA
20FGA
20FWA

1996
1997
1997
1998
1999
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2005
2007
2009
2011
2013
2015
2017
2019
2021

Nashville, TN
Myrtle Beach, SC
Savannah, GA
Houston, TX
Savannah, GA
San Antonio, TX
Palm Springs, CA
Colorado Springs, CO
Myrtle Beach, SC
Dayton, OH
Tucson, AZ
Renaissance Denver
Denver, CO
Hyatt Dulles Hotel
Washington (Herndon VA)
Holiday Inn
San Antonio, TX
Crown Plaza Airport Hotel
Charleston, SC
Hilton Hotel Riverside
New Orleans, LA
Holiday Inn
San Antonio
Franklin Marriott Cool Springs
Nashville (Franklin, TN)
Colorado Spring, CO

Col Robert W. Shofner

Lt Col V Dean Patterson
Col George Grill
Maj James T. Stell
Col Mike Doty
Lt Col John Walters

20FGA
20FWA
20FGA
20FGA
20FGA
20FWA
20FGA
20FGA/FWA
20FGA
20FGA/FWA
20FWA
20FWA
20FWA

Col Dwight Wilson

20FWA

Larry A. Woodcock

20FWA

Keith Greene

20FWA

Merrill Clark

20FWA

Dave Roberts

20FWA

Robert Gregory.

20FWA
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Help – Help – Help

Board Members
Needed

The Association is still in need of
some new Officers. This year,
2021, our President-Al Aman,
our Chaplain-Bud Abbott, and
our current Reunion ChairmanRobert Gregory terms of office are
ending. These men have served the
association for the past 4 or more years. We
now need some of you to step up and fill these
positions. Four years ago the association was
faced with Dissolution due to a lack of
leadership. Gentlemen we are now nearing that
point again. We need a President who is willing
to run the outfit, a Chaplain to lead us in
spiritual matters, and a Reunion Chairman who
is willing to undertake the 2025 reunion. If you
are interested please contact one of the
serving Board members for further information.

20th Fighter Wing Associations
Awards Program

Currently the Association is involved in several award
programs. It is our greatest pleasure to identify worthy
individuals and organizations which are actively preserving
the 20th Fighter Wing’s current and past heritage. The below
awards are currently bestowed on active duty individuals and
various museums.

Aerial Achievement Award
The Aerial Achievement Award was created in 1997 to recognize noteworthy airmanship by a
20th FW pilot during the preceding calendar year. The type and character of airmanship shall
be the sole discretion of the 20th FW Commander. The award consists of a trophy, inscribed
with the name and unit of the winning pilot, a plaque similarly inscribed and a $500 cash
award (from the 20th FWA) that is given to the unit fund to support unit activities. . In addition,
each award winner is invited to a 20th FWA Reunion. A maximum of $500 travel money, two
hotel nights, and the banquet dinner is provided for Award winner and spouse.
23 Pilots have earned the award through year 2019. The award for 2020 will be presented
during the last half of 2021.

NOMINATION FOR 2020 20th FIGHTER WING ASSOCIATION
AERIAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
CAPTAIN JACOB “MONSTER” DECKLEVER
Captain Jacob “Monster” Decklever represents the quintessential leader, aviator and warrior at Shaw Air Force
Base as the C Flight Commander for the 77th Fighter Squadron, in charge of training and development of
fifteen F-16 Pilots. During 2020 while deployed in support of Operation INHERENT RESOLVE, Captain
Decklever flew seventy combat sorties, totaling over 329 combat hours in the victorious fight against ISIS. His
commitment to excellence and profound desire to better himself and his peers as an aviation professional make
him an outstanding choice for the 20th Fighter Wing Association’s Aerial Achievement Award.
On the ground, Captain Decklever’s professionalism and leadership in support of the wing’s mission further set
him apart. As a flight commander, he expertly orchestrated twelve upgrade programs for his pilots, while
simultaneously completing the rigorous F-16 Instructor Upgrade Program himself. His maturity and judgment
were pivotal to the unit’s success during the spring of 2020, when the squadron executed all required upgrades
during the peak of the COVID-19 pandemic. Additionally, Captain Decklever was handpicked as the air-toground liaison officer for the Capstone Training Exercise that was conducted in preparation for the squadron’s
deployment. In this capacity he served as the Squadron’s lead integrator and only Forward Air Controller for the
exercise. He coordinated with over thirty-five supporting units to refine joint tactics, techniques and procedures
for Special Operations Command and Air Combat Command. Through his detailed planning the 77th Fighter
Squadron flew over 272 missions, conducted twenty-seven upgrades and employed over seventy-seven live
munitions during this essential training evolution. For his exceptional performance as a leader among aviators,
Captain Decklever was named the 77th Fighter Squadron’s Company Grade Officer of the Year.
Throughout a six-month deployment supporting five separate areas of operation, Captain Decklever
distinguished himself as the Project Officer for the first-ever agile combat employment involving hot pit
refueling at a forward deployed location. He deployed as a Forward Air Controller, enabling the integration of
multiple joint terminal attack controllers across various spectrums of warfare. Moreover, Captain Decklever
was selected as one of a handful of pilots to support combat operations over Somalia, conducting the first show
of force by fixed wing aircraft there in five years. His expertise led to the safe conduct of multiple flights
through a contested combat area. Additionally, Captain Decklever conducted three flight lead upgrades and one
instructor upgrade, employed four precision-guided munitions in support of U.S. forces in Iraq and Syria, and
conducted multiple defensive counter-air sorties intercepting Syrian and Russian aircraft. Furthermore, he
organized and led the first USAF partner nation integration deployment to Bahrain, enhancing coalition
capabilities while bolstering relations with a key regional partner. Finally, he excelled as an operations
supervisor, ensuring the combat tasking and safe return of all squadron aircraft. Captain Decklever’s leadership
and tactical proficiency exemplify the 20th Fighter Wing’s dedication to combat excellence.
Captain Decklever has routinely distinguished himself to the utmost extent as a combat leader and aviator. His
performance as an pilot instructor at home station and deployed in support of combat operations, embodies the
20th Fighter Wing’s mission by meeting any challenge, anytime, anywhere, and reinforces its reputation as the
world’s premiere SEAD wing. Captain Jacob Decklever is the ideal choice for the 2020Aerial Achievement
Award.

20th fighter wing
association
aeriaL achieVeMent awarD
Captain Jacob “Monster” Decklever
77thFighter Squadron/20th Operations Group
438 Killian Avenue
Bldg. 710 Suite 122
Shaw AFB, SC 29152

24 July 2021

Dear Captain Decklever,
CONGRATULATIONS on being selected as the winner of the 20TH FIGHTER WING
ASSOCIATION’S AERIAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARDFOR 2021! We are proud to honor
you for your outstanding professionalism as a Combat Instructor Pilot, C Flight Commander,
and Forward Air Controller in the 77th Fighter Squadron. Your exemplary coordinating skills
and performance enhanced results in INHERENT RESOLVE and Nation Partnering efforts
with Bahrain. The Association is proud to present you with your plaque, cash award for your
unit, and have your name placed on the traveling trophy.
We invite you and your spouse to join us at our biannual 20th FWA Reunion at Colorado
Springs, CO in September of 2021. Check our website, www.20fwa.org, for event details,
registration, and reservation procedures. The Association will reimburse you up to $500 travel
expenses, pay for 2 nights’ accommodations at the reunion hotel, plus host you for a free
Saturday evening banquet dinner where you will be honored as our 2021 Aerial Achievement
Award winner. We look forward to a great turnout at Colorado Springs. The association
membership will be thrilled to meet and honor you there!
(signed)
Alroy A. Aman, LTCOL, USAF(Ret’d)
20th Fighter Wing Association, President

Force Multiplier Award
The Force Multiplier Award was created in 2008 after Board discussion at the 2007
Denver Reunion. The idea was presented to Col. James Post, 20th FW Commander,
who gave his approval. Criteria for the award shall be a noteworthy contribution to the
mission of the 20th FW by an enlisted member of the “20th FW during the preceding
calendar year. The type and character of this contribution shall be at the sole discretion
of the 20th FW Commander”. The Command Chief will also be involved in the selection
process. The award consists of a trophy, inscribed with the name and unit of the
winning enlisted person, a plaque similarly inscribed and a $500 cash award (from the
20 FWA) that is given to the unit fund to support unit activities. In addition, each award
winner is invited to a 20th FWA Reunion. A maximum of $500 travel money, two hotel
nights, and the banquet dinner is provided for Award winner and spouse. 11 Enlisted
members have earned the award through 2018. Unfortunately, no award was
presented for 2019. The award for 2020 will be presented during the last half of 2021.

NOMINATION FOR 2020 20th FIGHTER WING ASSOCIATION
FORCE MULTIPLIER AWARD
TECHNICAL SERGEANT KELLI A. FLOYD
Technical Sergeant Kelli A. Floyd is the Noncommissioned Officer in Charge, Infrastructure
Section, 20th Contracting Squadron (20 CONS), Shaw Air Force Base (AFB), South Carolina.
She leads fourteen contracting officers and contract administrators in the execution of 350
million dollars in contracts supporting a 128 million dollars Flying Hour Program. Her section
oversees 113 contractors executing the services and construction requirements for the 20th
Fighter Wing, 9th Air Force, Air Forces Central Command Headquarters, Army Central
Command Headquarters, and thirty Shaw AFB Mission Partners.
Sergeant Floyd had an outstanding year in 2020. During this period, as the only enlisted
unlimited contracting officer warrant holder in Air Combat Command, she started the year by
awarding the DoD’s first-ever “Micro-grid” project worth twenty-four million dollars. Her
effort secured energy resilience at Shaw AFB base for next twenty years and will save the Air
Force sixty million dollars. This monumental contract action led to TSgt Floyd being awarded
the Air Force Achievement Medal for her efforts as well as the 20 th Fighter Wing being named
the Duke Energy “Power Partner” of the Year. TSgt Floyd’s contracting functional command
also named her the Innovation Individual of the Year.
Shortly after awarding the Micro-grid the COVID-19 pandemic shut down the nation, however
TSgt Floyd never had time to hunker down. Three days before the DoD mandate for cloth face

coverings, TSgt Floyd and her team ordered 36,000 masks for Team Shaw. When the rest of
the Air Force caught up they called TSgt Floyd. The vendors TSgt Floyd and her team
identified received area-wide ordering agreements supporting 200,000 personnel. In addition to
the masks, the team also sourced hand sanitizer, disinfectant wipes and sprays. These efforts
directly contributed to bringing Shaw Airmen back to work in a safe and effective manner.
The Infrastructure Section at 20 CONS awarded a 250 million dollar construction contract that
will support Team Shaw for the next five years. This award led to the highest spend in 20
CONS since 2009 and the squadron was named the South Carolina Acquisition Agency of
theYear and the Air Combat Command Small Business Squadron of the Year. TSgt Floyd
placed a nine million dollar heating, ventilation, and air conditioning upgrade contract that was
two years in the making. This contract action will upgrade fourteen critical facilities on Shaw
and the acquisition strategy used saved three million dollars. Additionally, TSgt Floyd
partnered with Air Force Central Command (AFCENT) to construct a new secure facility in
support of the first Combined Air Operations Center’s move to the United States. She also
obligated twenty-three million dollars to upgrade the Electronic Land Mobile Radio system
through seven AFCENT locations overseas that was critical to enhance command and control in
the region.
In addition to TSgt Floyd’s outstanding work ethic and dedication to the contracting mission at
the 20th Fighter Wing, she is an outstanding Big “A” Airman. She filled a last minute vacancy
to attend Noncommissioned Officer (NCO) Academy where she led a class of fifteen and
earned Distinguished Graduate. She was elected the PTA Vice-President at her daughter’s
school where she led a team of seventy-three parents to organize eight events and create two
new student support programs which raised thirteen thousand dollars supporting 530 local kids.
Finally, TSgt Floyd chaired the 20th Fighter Wing’s annual award sub-committee where she
coordinated with four organizations to honor fifty-one nominees and fourteen winners.
These amazing accomplishments have been recognized with a notable list of awards and
recognition. TSgt Floyd received coins for superior performance from the Civil Engineer
Squadron Commander, the Mission Support Group (MSG) Commander, the Contracting Career
Field Manager, and the Air Combat Command Commander. She was the 20th Fighter Wing’s
NCO of the First quarter, and was a member of the Mission Support Group (MSG) team of the
first quarter and the 20th Fighter Wing’s team of the second quarter. She was the MSG’s Lance
P. Sijan nominee, and finally she was named the Air Combat Command’s NCO of the Year and
is currently a nominee for the Air Force’s Twelve Outstanding Airman of the Year Award.
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FORCE MULTIPLIER AWARD
Technical Sergeant Kelli A. Floyd
20th Contracting Squadron/20th Operations Group
438 Killian Avenue
Bldg. 710 Suite 122
Shaw AFB, SC 29152

24 July 2021

Dear Technical Sergeant Floyd,
CONGRATULATIONS on being selected the winner of the 20th FIGHTER WING ASSOCIATION
FORCE MULTIPLIER AWARD for the calendar year 2021! We are proud to have the opportunity
to honor you for your exemplary performance as NCOIC of 20CONS/Infrastructure Section, Air
Combat Command’s NCO of the year, and leadership involvement in community support
programs. Your work ethic and dedication are reflected in your award winning performance in
the 20th Fighter Wing. The Association is proud to present you with your plaque, $500 cash
award for your unit, and have your name placed on the traveling trophy!
We invite you and your spouse to join us at our reunion in Colorado Springs in September
2021. The Association will reimburse you up to $500 travel expenses as well as pay for two
nights accommodations at the reunion hotel. You will be our guests at the Saturday evening
banquet where we will introduce and honor you as our Force Multiplier Award winner for
2021. You will need to contact our website at www.20fwa.org for details and contact
information to contact our Reunion Chairman so he can arrange transportation, room, and
dinner reservations. We are expecting a great turnout for this reunion and look forward to
meeting and honoring you in Colorado Springs!
Sincere Regards,
(signed)
Al Aman, LTCOL, USAF(Ret’d)
20thFighter Wing Association President

Force Multiplier Award

Aerial Achievement Award

History From Art
Desert Storm’s Cold Wind From the North Part X
By Major Jeff Guinn
The F-111E crews had by this time settled into a duty cycle that included flying four to five times
per week. The 42 ECS crews, because they were indispensable both day and night, flew nearly
every day. Sorties were as long as three and a half hours if the target was in the Baghdad
vicinity.
The remaining part of a typical week was partially taken up by various ground duties, such as
pre-flighting weapons loads, or helping the mission planners. Many of the aircrews, and the
20th's senior leadership in particular, went the entire war without a day off.
The grinding work load coupled with the stress and tension of combat took its toll. Maj. (soon to
become Lt Col) "Doc" Ferrer, the 20 TFW's flight surgeon, was sometimes forced to work 20
hour shifts to keep pace with colds, flu, bronchitis, etc. As he observed, what came around went
around because of the congested living quarters, similar diets, and habits.
Time had come to introduce more manpower, and introduce it the 20th did. Starting on 12 Feb,
Lt Col Barton brought 6 of his crews and 4 airplanes to Incirlik.
The benefits were several and immediate, The increase to 22 airplanes meant maintenance
wasn't so heavily burdened supporting a twelve to fourteen planes per night flying schedule
with only eighteen jets. So the maintainers, working to the same grueling schedule as the
aircrews, gained an opportunity for relief. They didn't take it; they lobbied for, and the 20th
soon went to, flying sixteen airplanes each night.
Moreover, the additional aircrews gave the Tigers and the Fighting 55th a chance to catch their
collective breath. Finally, and possibly most significant, with the Gamblers came two F-111Es
that had undergone the Avionics Modernization Program (AMP). The newly modified AMP jets
had the considerable advantage of a digital avionics suite incorporating a ring- laser gyro inertial
navigation system, supported by the exceptional accuracy of the global positioning system.
These AMP jets, which had been delivered to Heyford only a short time earlier, had
demonstrated their greatly improved capability by dropping dumb bombs well within 100 feet of
the target during test deliveries in England.
The Gambler crews charged with developing AMP employment tactics , Capt "Cootch" Couture ,
Maj."Blotto" Sablotny, and Capt. Randy "Fu" Parker, found they could gain similar results from
the unmodified 'varks . Their scheme for achieving such unprecedented accuracy involved being
the first through on the target run, then passing the winds and bomb range calculated by the
AMP computers to the other jets. So the addition of the Gamblers and their AMP jets, had the
force multiplier effect of essentially giving the 20 TFW a complete complement of AMP birds.

Late February 27th the 20th sent sixteen airplanes against the Al Taji complex. This target area
was so large that even on their 6th visit, each time to a different section, there were parts of it
that hadn't been targeted. Some of the crews had picked up the habit of listening to the BBC
World Service on the High Frequency radio -- the war was turning many into news addicts. As
they turned off the cloud-shrouded target, with the AAA as thick as ever reaching for them and a
SCUD launch 50 miles south- west clearly visible, the crews heard the BBC correspondent in
Baghdad simultaneously reporting the heaviest air raids seen to date.
By then speculation was rampant as to when the war would end. "Soon" was the most popular
guess. But when they returned from that mission, the next night's schedule was already posted;
those on it were already psychologically preparing themselves for another long, lonely trip into
war's maw.
Next up Hussein throws in the towel.

REQUEST FROM THE ASSOCIATON HISTORIAN
BASE PAPERS NEEDED

Over the past few years, I’ve been working with the Upper Heyford Heritage
Center to add copies of the base paper to our archives, but there are plenty of
holes. If you have any copies you’d like to donate or loan, please get in touch with
me at history@20fwa.org. This request includes those from Wethersfield,
Woodbridge and Upper Heyford

F-111 MEMORIAL FOUNDATION
July 2021
Building a Memorial to honor the
F-111, FB-111, and EF-111 Community

Varks & Ravens
We are continuing to refine memorial details. We have identified our preferred
site within the new memorial park and are finalizing the design with our
contractor. We also are on the verge of ordering materials and formally
submitting our package to the National Museum of the Air Force. Enjoy this
month's newsletter and pass it on to anyone you think might be interested. And,

please swing by our website at https://f111memorial.org/ to get the latest progress
report or to make a donation.

Our Memorial at the National Museum of the United States
Air Force
This F/FB/EF-111 Memorial is happening because you are clearly behind it! The
Foundation is a not-for-profit, tax-exempt 501(c)(3) organization, with all funds
used in support of establishing a memorial to those who flew and supported -111
operations in service to our nation. While we are well postured to design and
construct the memorial, donations at this point will allow us to add polish to the
project. As you survey the donor list at https://f111memorial.org/donors/ you
may also want to make a memorial donation.

Items currently available for sale can be viewed on our
website, 20fwa.org, and open Store Button

Victory by Valor

20th Fighter Wing
Past & Present
___________________________________________________________

20th Fighter Wing Association
Ron Obernier, Secretary
216 West main Street
Lebanon, Illinois 62254

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

