
Welcome to the  

20th Fighter Wing Association 

2021 Reunion in 

 Colorado Springs, CO 

The 20thFighter Wing Association (20 FWA) Reunion will be held 9-11 September 2021 in 
Colorado Springs, Colorado, with registration starting on Thursday, 9 September, and 
concluding with the formal banquet on Saturday, 11 September.  The 20 FWA Board is 

also happy to welcome members of the 474 TFW and the 347 TFW to join us in Colorado 
Springs for this special event.  A full list of reunion activities is provided below.  All details 

are also found on the 20 FWA Website (www.20FWA.Org). 

Coronavirus Precautions and Cancelation Policy.  When deciding to proceed 
with the reunion as scheduled in September 2021, the 20 FWA Board assumed 
that COVID-19 protocols approved by the City of Colorado Springs and the 

State of Colorado will allow access to all planned events.  Additionally, reunion 
activities can be expected to comply with state and city COVID-19 guidelines.  
To help ensure individual safety, all reunion attendees are highly encouraged 

to have completed their corona virus vaccinations before attending the  
20 FWA Reunion.  If the reunion or any scheduled event is cancelled for any 

reason, all fees paid with your Reunion Registration will be reimbursed in full. 

Area History.  The 20 FWA could not have picked a nicer location than Colorado Springs for the 2021 Reunion.  
Celebrating its 150th anniversary this year, the City of Colorado Springs is situated on the Front Range of the Rocky 
Mountains and has a rich history.  While traveling through the area in 1870, the founder of the city, retired Army General 



William Jackson Palmer, wrote his wife, “Could one live in constant view of these grand mountains without being 
elevated by them into a lofty plain of thought and purpose?”  Nearby Pikes Peak is more than just a mountain; it is a 
National Historic Landmark that is also known to be emotionally moving.  After reaching the summit of Pikes Peak on a 
mule in 1893, Katharine Lee Bates said, “...I saw the view...all the wonder of America displayed there, with the sea-like 
expanse.”  So inspired, she wrote America the Beautiful, a poem which later became perhaps the nation’s most beloved 
patriotic anthem. Today, Colorado Springs covers 195 square miles and has a metropolitan area with over 650,000 people. 
The city is also home to several key military installations, to include the U.S. Air Force Academy, Fort Carson (U.S. 
Army 4th Infantry Division), Peterson Air Force Base (U.S. Northern Command and U.S. Space Force), Schriever Air 
Force Base (U.S. Space Force satellite operations), and Cheyenne Mountain (underground command center for the North 
American Aerospace Defense Command). 

Climate.  The Rocky Mountains capture most of the precipitation from eastward-moving storm systems, giving the Pikes 
Peak region dry and sunny weather during most of the year.  Average temperatures in Colorado Springs for September are 
highs of 75° F and lows of 48° F.  Average precipitation for the September is 1.1 inches.  In the past 20 years, the city has 
seen only one snowfall during September; however, that was in 2020.  So check the forecast before packing for your trip.   

Hotel.  The 20FWA Reunion will be held at the Hotel Eleganté Conference and Event Center, 2886 South Circle 
Drive, Colorado Springs, CO 80906.  Phone: 719-576-5900, 
Fax: 719-576-7695, 
Web: http://www.hotelelegante.com/. The room rate is 
$131.20 ($119 plus $12.20 tax) for a standard-size room (one 
king bed or two queen beds) and includes a breakfast buffet 
in the hotel’s Rustlers Country Cafe.  The hotel is offering 
this same rate for up to three nights before and after the 
reunion dates: Sunday, 5 September through Tuesday, 
14 September (checking out on 15 September).  There is no 
additional charge for overnight parking and the hotel 
provides free Wi-Fi access. The hotel is also offering a 20% 
discount in hotel restaurants and shops. Please note that 75 
rooms are blocked each night for the reunion. 

The cutoff for hotel reservations is Sunday, 15 August 2021--so make reservations early! 

The hotel Link for reservations is: 

https://www.reseze.net/servlet/SendPage?hotelid=1410&skipfirstpage=true&page=2639971

Individuals can also make their own reservations by calling 1-800-981-4012 or 719-576-5900. Cancellations must occur 
no later than 24 hours prior to arrival date to avoid a cancellation fee of first night’s room and tax.  Credit cards will not 
be charged until departure.    

Airlines.  Colorado Springs Municipal Airport is serviced by American, Delta, Frontier, Southwest, and United airlines. 
Numerous car rental agencies are also located at the airport.  Denver International Airport is 90 miles to the north 
(1 ½ hours away by car). 

Transportation to/from Reunion Events.  As needed, bus transportation may be scheduled to transport reunion 
attendees to and from scheduled events.  Cost will depend on how many people will require bus transport, and the fee will 
be collected at Reunion Registration.   

Visiting the U.S. Air Force Academy By Car. Public areas of the Academy are open to visitors from 9 AM to 6 PM. 
Visitors with a valid Military ID can enter through either the North Gate (exit 156 on Interstate 25) or the South Gate  

https://www.reseze.net/servlet/SendPage?hotelid=1410&skipfirstpage=true&page=2639971


(exit 150 on Interstate 25).  You might also be asked to show proof of insurance and valid vehicle registration, and all 
vehicles are subject to inspection/search by security personnel.  Visitors without a valid Military ID can either be 
“sponsored” and enter as a passenger in the car driven by a DoD ID holder, enter through the North Gate after 9 AM and 
show a valid driver’s license, or get a base pass from the Visitors Center located at the South Gate.  If you are driving a 
rental car, keep the rental agreement and current proof of insurance in the vehicle at all times.  Note—Firearms are 
prohibited at all times. 

High Altitude Precautions.  It should be noted that the elevation in Colorado Springs averages around 6,000 feet, which 
may result in an individual’s fluid loss during the acclimatization process.  To prevent or reduce the effects of high 
altitude, all newcomers are encouraged to stay hydrated by drinking three to four quarts of water per day until their bodies 
adjust to the lower air pressure.   

Registration Confirmation.  You can expect the Reunion Chairperson, Bob Gregory, to reply to your email address to 
confirm he has received your Reunion Registration with payment.  Contact Bob (Email: RobertNKathy@Live.Com or 
Phone 719-726-4762 or 719-232-4908) if you have questions about the reunion and/or the Colorado Springs area. 

 

20 FWA Membership. Individuals attending the 20 FWA Reunion in Colorado 
Springs, and who are past or present officer, enlisted, or civilian members of the 
20th Fighter Wing, are expected to be a member of the 20 FWA.  An individual can 
join (or rejoin) the 20 FWA at the time of registration, or they can go to the 20 
FWA website (20FWA.Org) and sign up prior to the reunion.  Dues are $20 per 
year; no back dues are required to be paid.  Individuals who have an interest in the 
affairs of the 20 FWA, but have never served in the 20th Fighter Wing, Members 
and pay the $20 annual dues at time of registration, or they can go to the 20 FWA 
website (20FWA.Org) and sign up prior to the reunion.  Individuals with an interest 
in the affairs of the 20th Fighter Wing, but do not wish to join the association, are 
also welcome to attend the reunion and will be considered guests of the 20 FWA.  
Note—20 FWA membership application and reunion registration are two separate 
events.  All 20 FWA members, associate members, and guests will be required to 
pay registration and other applicable reunion fees 

Scheduled Reunion Events (included on the Reunion Registration Form). 

-Thursday, 9 September 2021. 

1. Check-In at Hotel Eleganté.  Normal check-in starts at 3 PM daily.   

2. Registration and Hospitality Room.  Reunion registration will start at 11 AM outside the Aspen Room on 2nd floor of 
the hotel.  With exception of times during formally scheduled reunion events at the hotel, the reunion hospitality suites in 
the Aspen Room and the adjoining Breckenridge Room on the 2nd floor of the hotel will be open from 1 PM to 11 PM 
daily. 



3. 20 FWA Board Meeting.  Time and location to be announced at Reunion Registration.

4. Informal Welcome Italian Dinner Buffet.  Following a cocktail hour at 6 PM with a pay-as-you-go (cash or credit
card) bar on the outdoor patio at the hotel, an informal welcome dinner buffet will be held across the hall in the Pikes
Peak Ballroom at the hotel.  The Italian Buffet will include several meat and/or pasta entrée selections.  Cost per person
will be $35 (including service charge and tax).

- Friday, 10 September 2021.

1. Tour National Museum of WWII Aviation and WestPac Restoration
Facility.  The museum is located at 775 Aviation Way (adjacent to the
Colorado Springs Municipal Airport) and is open 10 AM – 4:30 PM Friday-
Sunday.  Starting at 10 AM on Friday, 10 September, reunion attendees are
scheduled to have a guided tour of the museum and West Pac Restoration
Facility.  Guided tours will last approximately two hours, and the cost is $11
per person (entry fee and tour). See the museum’s Website
worldwariiaviation.org or phone 719-637-7559 for additional details.

2. U.S. Air Force Academy.  Visit the U.S. Air Force Academy in
Colorado Springs, with highlights to include the visitor’s center, the
newly renovated Planetarium Theater (with shows at 12:30 and 1:30 PM),
and the Falcon Athletic Center (with the Academy Athletic Hall of Fame).
Weather permitting, we may also be able to observe the cadet wing
marching to lunch (11:30 AM – 12 PM) from the Honor Court wall
overlooking the Terrazzo.  Please note that the Cadet Chapel is
undergoing major renovations and will be closed throughout September.

3. Dinner and Show at Flying W Ranch.  Open since1953, the Flying W Ranch offers a family style “chuck wagon”
BBQ dinner and entertainment with the Flying W Wranglers at 
their facilities located at 3330 Chuckwagon Road, Colorado 
Springs CO.  The 3-course meal includes smoked beef brisket, 
smoked turkey breast, smoked sausage, baked potato, beans, 
biscuits, desert, and drinks (tea, coffee and lemonade).  The 
grounds open at 5 PM, dinner starts at  6:30 PM, and the 1-hour 
show starts at 7:30 PM.  The cost is $55 per person. See the 
Flying W Ranch Website FlyingW.Com or phone 719-598-400 
for additional details. Guests should notify the ranch the day 

before the event if they wish to receive a gluten free meal. 

- Saturday, 10 September 2021.

1. Golf Tournament at the Air Force Academy Golf Course.  Starting at 10:30 AM on Saturday,

 10 September, we have T-times reserved on the Air Force Academy Silver Course.  For those with a military or Veterans 
Health ID, the cost is $55 (green fee plus cart).  The cost for civilians is $68 for the green fee and $16 for a cart.  Club 
rentals cost $40.  Contact Merrill Clark (email: MGCF111@Gmail.com or phone 1-830-481-7195) if interested in playing 
golf.  Note—The cutoff to contact Merrill and confirm you are playing golf is 10 August.      

2. History and Geology Guided Walking Tour of Garden of the Gods Park.  Starting at 9 AM and 1 PM, we have
scheduled two 1½-hour History and Geology guided walking tours of the Garden of the Gods Park.  Each tour will be
limited to 25 people max, and will cover approximately 1½ to 2 miles on a paved surface.  As included on the Reunion



Registration Form, we are asking each participant to make a $5 donation which will be contributed to the Friends of the 
Garden of the Gods.      

3. 20 FWA General Membership Meeting.  Time and location to be available at Registration.

4. 20 FWA Formal Banquet.  Starting with a cocktail hour at 6 PM with pay-as-you-go (cash or credit card) bar, the
formal banquet will be held in the hotel.  The sit-down dinner will include a selection of three main entrées (Flat Iron
Steak, chef-prepared Chicken Cordon Bleu, or Filet of Salmon), plus a chef-selected vegetarian option.  Cost per person is
$46.  Please notify the Reunion Chairman about any diet restrictions for the meal.  Dress for the Reunion Banquet is coat
and tie.  The guest speaker at the banquet will be announced once finalized.

Changes to the Original Reunion Schedule Due to COVID-19 

1. The Air Force Academy Football Game schedule for 2021 was recently changed and there will no longer be a game
at the Air Force Academy on Saturday, 11 September.

2. COVID-19 protocols put in place to protect high priority military operations will not allow us to tour the Cheyenne
Mountain underground command center for the North American Aerospace Defense Command.

3. Any additional late-notice changes to the Reunion Schedule will be made available when registering at the hotel.  If
any scheduled event is cancelled for any reason, all fees paid with your Reunion Registration will be reimbursed in
full.

Other Attractions in Colorado Springs Area (not on the Registration Form).

1. U.S. Olympic & Paralympics’ Museum, 200 S. Sierra Madre St, Colorado Springs CO.  Open Sun-Fri 10 AM-5 PM
and Sat 9 AM-6 PM.  Cost $19.95 for Seniors and Active/Retired Military.  Contact Website usopm.org or phone
719-497-1234.

2. U.S. Olympic & Paralympic Training Center, 1 Olympic Plaza, Colorado Springs.  Contact Website teamusa.org,
Phone 719-866-4618, or Email: csotc.visitorcenter@usopc.org.  Note—Details are not available at this time due to
COVID-19 restrictions.
3. Cripple Creek Mining Town, located 48 miles (1 hour and 10 minutes by car) west of Colorado Springs.  This
historic gold mining town in the Rocky Mountains includes several gambling casinos.

4. Pikes Peak Cog Railway, 515 Ruxton Avenue, Manitou Springs.  The highest cog railway in the world with a recent
$100 million renovation (new station, track, engines, and train cars), it runs 8.9 miles along the side of Pikes Peak to the
new Visitors Center at the top of the 14,115 foot summit. For individual reservations go to their Website
www.cograilway.com or call 719-685-5401. You can also check with the Hotel Concierge  (719-576-5900, Ext 1623) to
see if the hotel can offer discounted tickets.  Notes—(1) Reservations are highly recommended as the train fills up early
during peak periods, and (2) you can expect it to be very cool at the summit.

5. Pikes Peak Highway Toll Road, located west of town off U.S. Highway 24.  Open 9 AM to 3 PM daily, a 19-mile
scenic drive ascends to Pikes Peak summit of 14,115 feet.   Cost is $10 per car passenger.   Website pikes-peak.com or
phone 719-385-7325 for additional details.   Note—You can expect it to be very cool at the summit.

6. Garden of the Gods Park, located on the west side of Colorado Springs.  Free entry to the park with red sandstone
formations (some as high as 300’).  Visitor Center hours 8AM - 7 PM daily.

7. Dragonman’s Military Museum, located at 1200 Dragon Man Drive, Colorado Springs (17 miles /30 minutes by car
east of Hotel Eleganté).  Open 9:30 AM – 4 PM Tuesday-Sunday. See the Website dragonmans.com or call 719-683-2200
for information about times and cost for a 2 ½ hour guided tour of this private museum with an amazing collection of
military memorabilia and equipment.



8. Cave of the Winds Mountain Park, located near Manitou Springs (five miles west of Colorado Springs).  Contacts:
Website caveofthewinds.com or phone 719-685-5444.

9. Cheyenne Mountain Zoo, located south side of Colorado Springs.  Open 9AM-5PM daily.  Contact Website
cmzoo.org or phone 719-633-9925. Note—Reservations are highly recommended.

10. Royal Gorge Bridge and Park, located 58 miles (1 hour and 15 minutes by car) south of Colorado Springs.  The park
is open 7 AM to dusk.  Contact Website royalgorgebridge.com or phone 719- 275-7507 for additional details.

11. The Airplane Restaurant, located at 1665 N. Newport Road, Colorado Springs.  The restaurant is located near the
Colorado Springs Airport, and includes a fully intact Boeing KC-97 tanker as its centerpiece.  There is seating for 275
“passengers” total, with up to 46 folks actually eating inside the plane.  This unique establishment also has 100s of
aviation photos, memorabilia, and rare artifacts.  A military discount may be available.  Contact Website
theairplanerestaurant.com or phone 719-570-7656 for additional details.



 
 
 

 20th Fighter Wing Association Reunion in Colorado Springs, Colorado  
 

                 Thursday, 9 September — Saturday, 11 September 2021 
 

ATTENDEE INFORMATION.            ** Please print all information ** 
 

Member’s First Name:____________________________, Last Name______________________________________  
 

Spouse/Guest First Name :_________________________, Spouse/Guest Last Name__________________________ 
 

Mailing Address:_______________________________________________________ State________ Zip_________  
 

Email:__________________________________________ Telephone:_____________________        Home        Cell  
 

How will you arrive at reunion:       Drive        Airplane with Rental Car (      Yes        No) 
 

Arrival Date: ________________________________ Departure Date______________________________________ 
 

Staying at Hotel Eleganté:        Yes         No    If not, where? _____________________________________________ 
 

REUNION NAMETAG.   Names on Member’s Nametag: ____________________________________________         
 

                                     Names on Spouse’s/Guest’s Nametag: ____________________________________________ 
 

Wing Patch for Nametag:        20FW        474TFW        347TFW  **You may have multiple Wing patches on nametag 
    

Primary 20FW Unit:        20FW (wing)          55FS          77FS           79FS          Other ______________           N/A    
 

HOTEL ELEGANTE RESERVATIONS.  Standard room (1 King or 2 Queens): $131.20 ($119 + $12.20 tax). 

75 rooms are blocked each night for the reunion, so make reservations early!  Note—Cutoff is Sun, 15 August 2021. 
Use link below for “20 FWA” reservations, or call Hotel Eleganté (1-800-981-4012 or 719-576-5900 front desk)   

       https://www.reseze.net/servlet/SendPage?hotelid=1410&skipfirstpage=true&page=2639971 
   

EVENT REGISTRATION (see 20 FWA Reunion Newsletter for additional details)      
 

                          Number     Cost Per        Total  

      Date                   Event                                Attending    Person          Cost 
 

  9-11 Sept     Reunion Registration Fee (per attendee)             $50         $       
 

Thur, 9 Sept   Informal Welcome Dinner Buffet at Hotel Eleganté                     $35         $ 
   

Fri, 10 Sept    Guided tour of National Museum of WWII Aviation     

           and WestPac Restorations (approximately 2 hours)                                               $11        $ 
 

Fri, 10 Sept    Visit U.S. Air Force Academy                         Free            Free  
 

Fri, 10 Sept    Squadron/Unit Dinner and Show at Flying W Ranch                      $55         $ 
 

Sat, 11 Sept   Golf (Air Force Academy green fee & cart; cost for ID holders)                     $55         $ 
 

Sat, 11 Sept   History and Geology Guided Tour of Garden of the Gods.                                     $5 

                      1½ hour tours (max 25 people each) starting at 9 AM and 1 PM.                       donation    $  
 

Sat, 11 Sept   Formal Banquet at Hotel Eleganté; Dress: Coat & Tie          $46         $ 
 

Fri and Sat    Bus transport—to be determined and fee collected at registration                         TBD           TBD 
                                                                  
 

                                                                                                                      Total Amount Paid:  $ 
 

Banquet Meal Selection (enter number for each selection): ___ Beef   ___ Chicken   ___ Fish   ___Vegetarian 
 

Special Diet Restrictions for Banquet (include restriction type and number of meals): 
 

 

       
 Make check payable to “20 FWA” and mail with completed registration form to:  
 

Bob Gregory, 17588 Cabin Hill Lane, Colorado Springs CO 80908 
 
 

  For questions, contact Bob Gregory (email: robertnkathy@Live.Com, Phone 719-232-4908 or 719-726-4762 
  

               Note—All fees paid will be reimbursed if Reunion or Event is cancelled 
 

  Go to the 20 FWA Website (20FWA.Org) for 20 FWA membership and additional details  

             

             

  

       

               

             

Please submit completed 
form & check by 21 Aug 21 

** Make check payable to “20 FWA”                            

Please submit completed 
form & check by 21 Aug 

21 

                    

‘ 

https://www.reseze.net/servlet/SendPage?hotelid=1410&skipfirstpage=true&page=2639971
mailto:robertnkathy@Live.Com


 

Help Make This Reunion A Success 

Personally contact your friends and encourage them to join us in Colorado 

 

 

Please submit your completed Registration Form with payment not later than 

21 August 2021.  Make checks payable to “20 FWA” and mail with completed registration form 
to: 

Bob Gregory, 17588 Cabin Hill Lane, Colorado Springs CO 80908 

You will receive an Email to confirm your registration and payment have been received. 

For questions about the reunion or the Colorado Springs area contact Bob Gregory (Email: 
RobertNKathy@Live.Com or Phone 719-232-4908 or 719-726-4762) 




