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The purpose of the Association 

To preserve the military history and foster esprit de corps of past 

and present members of the 20th Fighter Wing and all previous 

and subsequent military iterations of that organization. 
Membership in the Association will be open to past and present 

members of the 20th Fighter Wing, their spouses and such other 

persons who have an interest in the affairs of the Association. 

                     2020/2021 Board Members 
                                                Al Aman – President 
                                           Bill Benn – Vice President 
                       Ron  Obernier – Secretary      Jerry Fetter – Treasurer  
                        Art Sevigny – Historian     Wayne Abbott – Chaplain 

Bob Gregory - 2021 Reunion Chairman 
Missi Zender-Sakach – 2023 Reunion Chairwoman 

Dave Roberts -  Past Reunion Chairman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings and Salutations 
From Your President 

  

Dear Members, Family, and Friends                                                   March 30, 2021 
 
Greetings and salutations to all of you for the great job you have done in staying safe from the 
political/biological assault on our world!  Val and I have managed to muddle through all the 
suggested behaviors, avoided infection, have shots, and aged another year.  Scary Stuff!  We are 
grateful and feel Blessed for being in Western Montana where the infection rates remained 
manageable, so far.  I’m glad we waited until the end of March to make our go-no go decision 
for our 20FWA Reunion scheduled in September this year!  Info. is on our website:  20fwa.org 
 
We had a virtual Board of Directors Meeting last Saturday, March 27th, and unanimously voted 
to go ahead as planned.  We also unanimously voted to change our bylaws to allow 
nominations from non-active members, (associate members), to volunteer to run for and 
hold up to two board positions if there are no active members willing to run for election to fill 

https://20fwa.org/


vacancies.  Authority will be equal to active member directors.  This was a necessary action 
to adjust for declining active membership due to mortality and morbidity.   
 
My goals as president of the 20th FWA were to keep us Reunion Capable, and to reach out and 
Include/Welcome Sister Wing’s Members.  (At my last 474th Reunion we discussed a Joint 
Wing Reunion Concept to include more aviation cadre.) The dozen or so 474th Members who 
joined us in Nashville inspired me to continue efforts in this direction!  More have signed up for 
associate memberships and made reservations for this year!  I have recently been following a 
delightful e-mail chain by folks who participated in Harvest Reaper and Line Backer missions.  
I knew about 80% of the names and could put faces to around 60%.  I plan to Welcome all of 
them to our Colorado Confession Party.  They sound like they need to get back together and get 
their stories straight!  I promise to be nice and leave all my dirt at home!   
 
Finally, I Salute and Pray God’s Speed to Col. Lew Martin, an original Association Member, F-
100 Jock, and designer/maintainer of our official web site, on his last JATO launch West!  Our 
Association Sympathies to his Family! Al 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recent New Members 

Rod and Pat Allison Phil and Marcia Myers 

Gordon and Anne Amsler  John Neubauer 

Glenn and Margie Harmon Roger and Sheila Peterson 

Richard and Peggy Browning Anthony and Diane Sobol 

Lee and Neta Dodd  Ronald Wenger 

Denis and Kathleen Galbraith John and anne Thompson 

Keith Johnson Robert and Judy Kroos 

James and Nancy Lee Andrew and Catherine Dembosky 

Gary and Nora Ball Kenneth and Liz Alley 

Welcome to the Association 



 Welcome to the  

20th Fighter Wing Association   

2021 Reunion in  

 Colorado Springs, CO 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The 20thFighter Wing Association (20 FWA) Reunion will be held 9-11 September 2021 in 
Colorado Springs, Colorado, with registration starting on Thursday, 9 September, and 
concluding with the formal banquet on Saturday, 11 September.  The 20 FWA Board is 

also happy to welcome members of the 474 TFW and the 347 TFW to join us in Colorado 
Springs for this special event.  A full list of reunion activities is provided below.  All details 

are also found on the 20 FWA Website (www.20FWA.Org). 

Coronavirus Precautions and Cancelation Policy.  When deciding to proceed 
with the reunion as scheduled in September 2021, the 20 FWA Board assumed 
that COVID-19 protocols approved by the City of Colorado Springs and the 

State of Colorado will allow access to all planned events.  Additionally, reunion 
activities can be expected to comply with state and city COVID-19 guidelines.  
To help ensure individual safety, all reunion attendees are highly encouraged 

to have completed their corona virus vaccinations before attending the  
20 FWA Reunion.  If the reunion or any scheduled event is cancelled for any 

reason, all fees paid with your Reunion Registration will be reimbursed in full. 
 

Area History.  The 20 FWA could not have picked a nicer location than Colorado Springs for the 2021 Reunion.  
Celebrating its 150th anniversary this year, the City of Colorado Springs is situated on the Front Range of the Rocky 
Mountains and has a rich history.  While traveling through the area in 1870, the founder of the city, retired Army General 
William Jackson Palmer, wrote his wife, “Could one live in constant view of these grand mountains without being 
elevated by them into a lofty plain of thought and purpose?”  Nearby Pikes Peak is more than just a mountain; it is a 

http://www.20FWA.Org


National Historic Landmark that is also known to be emotionally moving.  After reaching the summit of Pikes Peak on a 
mule in 1893, Katharine Lee Bates said, “...I saw the view...all the wonder of America displayed there, with the sea-like 
expanse.”  So inspired, she wrote America the Beautiful, a poem which later became perhaps the nation’s most beloved 
patriotic anthem. Today, Colorado Springs covers 195 square miles and has a metropolitan area with over 650,000 people. 
The city is also home to several key military installations, to include the U.S. Air Force Academy, Fort Carson (U.S. 
Army 4th Infantry Division), Peterson Air Force Base (U.S. Northern Command and U.S. Space Force), Schriever Air 
Force Base (U.S. Space Force satellite operations), and Cheyenne Mountain (underground command center for the North 
American Aerospace Defense Command). 

Climate.  The Rocky Mountains capture most of the precipitation from eastward-moving storm systems, giving the Pikes 
Peak region dry and sunny weather during most of the year.  Average temperatures in Colorado Springs for September are 
highs of 75° F and lows of 48° F.  Average precipitation for the September is 1.1 inches.  In the past 20 years, the city has 
seen only one snowfall during September; however, that was in 2020.  So check the forecast before packing for your trip.   

Hotel.  The 20FWA Reunion will be held at the Hotel Eleganté Conference and Event Center, 2886 South Circle 
Drive, Colorado Springs, CO 80906.  Phone: 719-576-5900, 
Fax: 719-576-7695, 
Web: http://www.hotelelegante.com/. The room rate is 
$131.20 ($119 plus $12.20 tax) for a standard-size room (one 
king bed or two queen beds) and includes a breakfast buffet 
in the hotel’s Rustlers Country Cafe.  The hotel is offering 
this same rate for up to three nights before and after the 
reunion dates: Sunday, 5 September through Tuesday, 
14 September (checking out on 15 September).  There is no 
additional charge for overnight parking and the hotel 
provides free Wi-Fi access. The hotel is also offering a 20% 
discount in hotel restaurants and shops. Please note that 75 
rooms are blocked each night for the reunion. 

The cutoff for hotel reservations is Sunday, 15 August 2021--so make reservations early! 

Click here for the hotel link to make reservations.  

Individuals can also make their own reservations by calling 1-800-981-4012 or 719-576-5900. Cancellations must occur 
no later than 24 hours prior to arrival date to avoid a cancellation fee of first night’s room and tax.  Credit cards will not 
be charged until departure.    

Airlines.  Colorado Springs Municipal Airport is serviced by American, Delta, Frontier, Southwest, and United airlines. 
Numerous car rental agencies are also located at the airport.  Denver International Airport is 90 miles to the north (1 ½ 
hours away by car). 

Transportation from Colorado Springs Airport to Hotel.  Hotel Eleganté offers free transport from the Colorado 
Springs Airport to the hotel.  Call the hotel, 719-576-5900 or 1-800-981-4012 once you land at the Colorado Springs 
Airport to arrange the hotel shuttle.   

Transportation to/from Reunion Events.  As needed, bus transportation may be scheduled to transport reunion 
attendees to and from scheduled events.  Cost will depend on how many people will require bus transport, and the fee will 
be collected at Reunion Registration.   

https://www.reseze.net/servlet/SendPage?hotelid=1410&skipfirstpage=true&page=2639971
http://www.hotelelegante.com/


Visiting the U.S. Air Force Academy By Car. Public areas of the Academy are open to visitors from 9 AM to 6 PM.  
Visitors with a valid Military ID can enter through either the North Gate (exit 156 on Interstate 25) or the South Gate (exit 
150 on Interstate 25).  You might also be asked to show proof of insurance and valid vehicle registration, and all vehicles 
are subject to inspection/search by security personnel.  Visitors without a valid Military ID can either be “sponsored” and 
enter as a passenger in the car driven by a DoD ID holder, enter through the North Gate after 9 AM and show a valid 
driver’s license, or get a base pass from the Visitors Center located at the South Gate.  If you are driving a rental car, keep 
the rental agreement and current proof of insurance in the vehicle at all times.  Note—Firearms are prohibited at all times. 

High Altitude Precautions.  It should be noted that the elevation in Colorado Springs averages around 6,000 feet, which 
may result in an individual’s fluid loss during the acclimatization process.  To prevent or reduce the effects of high 
altitude, all newcomers are encouraged to stay hydrated by drinking three to four quarts of water per day until their bodies 
adjust to the lower air pressure.   

Registration Confirmation.  You can expect the Reunion Chairperson, Bob Gregory, to reply to your email address to 
confirm he has received your Reunion Registration with payment.  Contact Bob (Email: RobertNKathy@Live.Com or 
Phone 719-726-4762 or 719-232-4908) if you have questions about the reunion and/or the Colorado Springs area. 

 

20 FWA Membership.  Individuals attending the 20 FWA Reunion in Colorado 
Springs, and who are past or present officer, enlisted, or civilian members of the 
20th Fighter Wing, are expected to be a member of the 20 FWA.  An individual can 
join (or rejoin) the  

20 FWA at the time of registration, or they can go to the 20 FWA website 
(20FWA.Org) and sign up prior to the reunion.  Dues are $20 per year; no back 
dues are required to be paid.  Individuals who have an interest in the affairs of the 
20 FWA, but have never served in the 20th Fighter Wing, Members and pay the $20 
annual dues at time of registration, or they can go to the 20 FWA website 
(20FWA.Org) and sign up prior to the reunion.  Individuals with an interest in the 
affairs of the 20th Fighter Wing, but do not wish to join the association, are also 
welcome to attend the reunion and will be considered guests of the 20 FWA.  
Note—20 FWA membership application and reunion registration are two separate 
events.  All 20 FWA members, associate members, and guests will be required to 
pay registration and other applicable reunion fees 

Scheduled Reunion Events (included on the Reunion Registration Form). 

-Thursday, 9 September 2021. 

1. Check-In at Hotel Eleganté.  Normal check-in starts at 3 PM daily.   

2. Registration and Hospitality Room.  Reunion registration will start at 11 AM outside the Aspen Room on 2nd floor of 
the hotel.  With exception of times during formally scheduled reunion events at the hotel, the reunion hospitality suites in 

mailto:RobertNKathy@Live.Com


the Aspen Room and the adjoining Breckenridge Room on the 2nd floor of the hotel will be open from 1 PM to 11 PM 
daily. 

3.  20 FWA Board Meeting.  Time and location to be announced at Reunion Registration. 

4. Informal Welcome Italian Dinner Buffet.  Following a cocktail hour at 6 PM with a pay-as-you-go (cash or credit 
card) bar on the outdoor patio at the hotel, an informal welcome dinner buffet will be held across the hall in the Pikes 
Peak Ballroom at the hotel.  The Italian Buffet will include several meat and/or pasta entrée selections.  Cost per person 
will be $35 (including service charge and tax).      

-  Friday, 10 September 2021. 

1. Tour National Museum of WWII Aviation and WestPac Restoration 
Facility.  The museum is located at 775 Aviation Way (adjacent to the 
Colorado Springs Municipal Airport) and is open 10 AM – 4:30 PM Friday-
Sunday.  Starting at 10 AM on Friday, 10 September, reunion attendees are 
scheduled to have a guided tour of the museum and West Pac Restoration 
Facility.  Guided tours will last approximately two hours, and the cost is $11 
per person (entry fee and tour). See the museum’s Website 
worldwariiaviation.org or phone 719-637-7559 for additional details. 

2.  U.S. Air Force Academy.  Visit the U.S. Air Force Academy in 
Colorado Springs, with highlights to include the visitor’s center, the 
newly renovated Planetarium Theater (with shows at 12:30 and 1:30 PM), 
and the Falcon Athletic Center (with the Academy Athletic Hall of Fame). 
Weather permitting, we may also be able to observe the cadet wing 
marching to lunch (11:30 AM – 12 PM) from the Honor Court wall 
overlooking the Terrazzo.  Please note that the Cadet Chapel is 
undergoing major renovations and will be closed throughout September.       

3.  Dinner and Show at Flying W Ranch.  Open since1953, 
the Flying W Ranch offers a family style “chuck wagon” BBQ 
dinner and entertainment with the Flying W Wranglers at their 
facilities located at 3330 Chuckwagon Road, Colorado Springs 
CO.  The 3-course meal includes smoked beef brisket, smoked 
turkey breast, smoked sausage, baked potato, beans, biscuits, 
desert, and drinks (tea, coffee and lemonade).  The grounds 
open at 5 PM, dinner starts at  6:30 PM, and the 1-hour show 
starts at 7:30 PM.  The cost is $55 per person. See the Flying W 
Ranch Website FlyingW.Com or phone 719-598-400 for additional details. Guests should notify the ranch the day before 
the event if they wish to receive a gluten free meal. 

- Saturday, 10 September 2021. 

  1.  Golf Tournament at the Air Force Academy Golf Course.  Starting at 10:30 AM on Saturday, 

 10 September, we have T-times reserved on the Air Force Academy Silver Course.  For those with a military or Veterans 
Health ID, the cost is $55 (green fee plus cart).  The cost for civilians is $68 for the green fee and $16 for a cart.  Club 
rentals cost $40.  Contact Merrill Clark (email: MGCF111@Gmail.com or phone 1-830-481-7195) if interested in playing 
golf.  Note—The cutoff to contact Merrill and confirm you are playing golf is 10 August.       

mailto:MGCF111@Gmail.com


2.  History and Geology Guided Walking Tour of Garden of the 
Gods Park.  Starting at 9 AM and 1 PM, we have scheduled two 1½-
hour History and Geology guided walking tours of the Garden of the 
Gods Park.  Each tour will be limited to 25 people max, and will cover 
approximately 1½ to 2 miles on a paved surface.  As included on the 
Reunion Registration Form, we are asking each participant to make a $5 
donation which will be contributed to the Friends of the Garden of the 
Gods.      

3.  20 FWA General Membership Meeting.  Time and location to be available at Registration. 

4.  20 FWA Formal Banquet.  Starting with a cocktail hour at 6 PM with pay-as-you-go (cash or credit card) bar, the 
formal banquet will be held in the hotel.  The sit-down dinner will include a selection of three main entrées (Flat Iron 
Steak, chef-prepared Chicken Cordon Bleu, or Filet of Salmon), plus a chef-selected vegetarian option.  Cost per person is 
$46.  Please notify the Reunion Chairman about any diet restrictions for the meal.  Dress for the Reunion Banquet is coat 
and tie.  The guest speaker at the banquet will be announced once finalized.   

Changes to the Original Reunion Schedule Due to COVID-19  

1.  The Air Force Academy Football Game schedule for 2021 was recently changed and there will no longer be a game 
at the Air Force Academy on Saturday, 11 September.   

2.  COVID-19 protocols put in place to protect high priority military operations will not allow us to tour the Cheyenne 
Mountain underground command center for the North American Aerospace Defense Command. 

3.  Any additional late-notice changes to the Reunion Schedule will be made available when registering at the hotel.  If 
any scheduled event is cancelled for any reason, all fees paid with your Reunion Registration will be reimbursed in 
full. 

Other Attractions in Colorado Springs Area (not on the Registration Form). 

1.  U.S. Olympic & Paralympics’ Museum, 200 S. Sierra Madre St, Colorado Springs CO.  Open Sun-Fri  

10 AM-5 PM and Sat 9 AM-6 PM.  Cost $19.95 for Seniors and Active/Retired Military.  Contact Website usopm.org or 
phone 719-497-1234. 

2. U.S. Olympic & Paralympic Training Center, 1 Olympic Plaza, Colorado Springs.  Contact Website teamusa.org, 
Phone 719-866-4618, or Email: csotc.visitorcenter@usopc.org.  Note—Details are not available at this time due to 
COVID-19 restrictions. 

3.  Cripple Creek Mining Town, located 48 miles (1 hour and 10 minutes by car) west of Colorado Springs.  This 
historic gold mining town in the Rocky Mountains includes several gambling casinos.  

4.  Pikes Peak Cog Railway, 515 Ruxton Avenue, Manitou Springs.  The highest cog railway in the world with a recent 
$100 million renovation (new station, track, engines, and train cars), it runs 8.9 miles along the side of Pikes Peak to the 
new Visitors Center at the top of the 14,115 foot summit. For individual reservations go to their Website 
www.cograilway.com or call 719-685-5401. You can also check with the Hotel Concierge  (719-576-5900, Ext 1623) to 
see if the hotel can offer discounted tickets.  Notes—(1) Reservations are highly recommended as the train fills up early 
during peak periods, and (2) you can expect it to be very cool at the summit.   

5.  Pikes Peak Highway Toll Road, located west of town off U.S. Highway 24.  Open 9 AM to 3 PM daily, a 19-mile 
scenic drive ascends to Pikes Peak summit of 14,115 feet.   Cost is $10 per car passenger.   Website pikes-peak.com or 
phone 719-385-7325 for additional details.   Note—You can expect it to be very cool at the summit. 

mailto:csotc.visitorcenter@usopc.org
http://www.cograilway.com


6. Garden of the Gods Park, located on the west side of Colorado Springs.  Free entry to the park with red sandstone
formations (some as high as 300’).  Visitor Center hours 8AM - 7 PM daily.

7. Dragonman’s Military Museum, located at 1200 Dragon Man Drive, Colorado Springs (17 miles /30 minutes by car
east of Hotel Eleganté).  Open 9:30 AM – 4 PM Tuesday-Sunday. See the Website dragonmans.com or call 719-683-2200
for information about times and cost for a 2 ½ hour guided tour of this private museum with an amazing collection of
military memorabilia and equipment.

8. Cave of the Winds Mountain Park, located near Manitou Springs (five miles west of Colorado Springs).  Contacts:
Website caveofthewinds.com or phone 719-685-5444.

9. Cheyenne Mountain Zoo, located south side of Colorado Springs.  Open 9AM-5PM daily.  Contact Website
cmzoo.org or phone 719-633-9925. Note—Reservations are highly recommended.

10. Royal Gorge Bridge and Park, located 58 miles (1 hour and 15 minutes by car) south of Colorado Springs.  The park
is open 7 AM to dusk.  Contact Website royalgorgebridge.com or phone 719- 275-7507 for additional details.

11. The Airplane Restaurant, located at 1665 N. Newport Road, Colorado Springs.  The restaurant is located near the
Colorado Springs Airport, and includes a fully intact Boeing KC-97 tanker as its centerpiece.  There is seating for 275
“passengers” total, with up to 46 folks actually eating inside the plane.  This unique establishment also has 100s of
aviation photos, memorabilia, and rare artifacts.  A military discount may be available.  Contact Website
theairplanerestaurant.com or phone 719-570-7656 for additional details.



 
 
 

 20th Fighter Wing Association Reunion in Colorado Springs, Colorado  
 

                 Thursday, 9 September — Saturday, 11 September 2021 
 

ATTENDEE INFORMATION.            ** Please print all information ** 
 

Member’s First Name:____________________________, Last Name______________________________________  
 

Spouse/Guest First Name :_________________________, Spouse/Guest Last Name__________________________ 
 

Mailing Address:_______________________________________________________ State________ Zip_________  
 

Email:__________________________________________ Telephone:_____________________        Home        Cell  
 

How will you arrive at reunion:       Drive        Airplane with Rental Car (      Yes        No) 
 

Arrival Date: ________________________________ Departure Date______________________________________ 
 

Staying at Hotel Eleganté:        Yes         No    If not, where? _____________________________________________ 
 

REUNION NAMETAG.   Names on Member’s Nametag: ____________________________________________         
 

                                     Names on Spouse’s/Guest’s Nametag: ____________________________________________ 
 

Wing Patch for Nametag:        20FW        474TFW        347TFW  **You may have multiple Wing patches on nametag 
    

Primary 20FW Unit:        20FW (wing)          55FS          77FS           79FS          Other ______________           N/A    
 

HOTEL ELEGANTE RESERVATIONS.  Standard room (1 King or 2 Queens): $131.20 ($119 + $12.20 tax). 

75 rooms are blocked each night for the reunion, so make reservations early!  Note—Cutoff is Sun, 15 August 2021. 
Use link below for “20 FWA” reservations, or call Hotel Eleganté (1-800-981-4012 or 719-576-5900 front desk)   

       https://www.reseze.net/servlet/SendPage?hotelid=1410&skipfirstpage=true&page=2639971 
   

EVENT REGISTRATION (see 20 FWA Reunion Newsletter for additional details)      
 

                          Number     Cost Per        Total  

      Date                   Event                                Attending    Person          Cost 
 

  9-11 Sept     Reunion Registration Fee (per attendee)             $50         $       
 

Thur, 9 Sept   Informal Welcome Dinner Buffet at Hotel Eleganté                     $35         $ 
   

Fri, 10 Sept    Guided tour of National Museum of WWII Aviation     

           and WestPac Restorations (approximately 2 hours)                                               $11        $ 
 

Fri, 10 Sept    Visit U.S. Air Force Academy                         Free            Free  
 

Fri, 10 Sept    Squadron/Unit Dinner and Show at Flying W Ranch                      $55         $ 
 

Sat, 11 Sept   Golf (Air Force Academy green fee & cart; cost for ID holders)                     $55         $ 
 

Sat, 11 Sept   History and Geology Guided Tour of Garden of the Gods.                                     $5 

                      1½ hour tours (max 25 people each) starting at 9 AM and 1 PM.                       donation    $  
 

Sat, 11 Sept   Formal Banquet at Hotel Eleganté; Dress: Coat & Tie          $46         $ 
 

Fri and Sat    Bus transport—to be determined and fee collected at registration                         TBD           TBD 
                                                                  
 

                                                                                                                      Total Amount Paid:  $ 
 

Banquet Meal Selection (enter number for each selection): ___ Beef   ___ Chicken   ___ Fish   ___Vegetarian 
 

Special Diet Restrictions for Banquet (include restriction type and number of meals): 
 

 

       
 Make check payable to “20 FWA” and mail with completed registration form to:  
 

Bob Gregory, 17588 Cabin Hill Lane, Colorado Springs CO 80908 
 
 

  For questions, contact Bob Gregory (email: robertnkathy@Live.Com, Phone 719-232-4908 or 719-726-4762 
  

               Note—All fees paid will be reimbursed if Reunion or Event is cancelled 
 

  Go to the 20 FWA Website (20FWA.Org) for 20 FWA membership and additional details  

             

             

  

       

               

             

Please submit completed 
form & check by 21 Aug 21 

** Make check payable to “20 FWA”                            

Please submit completed 
form & check by 21 Aug 

21 

                    

‘ 

https://www.reseze.net/servlet/SendPage?hotelid=1410&skipfirstpage=true&page=2639971
mailto:robertnkathy@Live.Com


 

Help Make This Reunion A Success 

Personally contact your friends and encourage them to join us in Colorado 

 

 

Please submit your completed Registration Form with payment not later than 

21 August 2021.  Make checks payable to “20 FWA” and mail with completed registration form 
to: 

Bob Gregory, 17588 Cabin Hill Lane, Colorado Springs CO 80908 

You will receive an Email to confirm your registration and payment have been received. 

For questions about the reunion or the Colorado Springs area contact Bob Gregory (Email: 
RobertNKathy@Live.Com or Phone 719-232-4908 or 719-726-4762) 

 
 
 
 
 

Board Members Needed 
 
This year, 2021, marks the end of our President, Al Aman, our 
Chaplain, Bud Abbott, and our current Reunion Chairman, Robert 
Gregory terms of office. These men have served the association for the 
past 4 or more years. We now need some of you to step up and fill 
these positions. Four years ago the association was faced with 
Dissolution due to a lack of leadership.  Gentlemen we are now 
nearing that point again. We need a President who is willing to run 
the outfit, a Chaplain to lead us in spiritual matters, and a Reunion 
Chairman who is willing to undertake the 2025 reunion. The duties of 
these offices are outlined in the By-Laws contained in the Members 
Roster given out at the Nashville reunion. If you are interested 
please contact one of the serving Board members for further 
information.     

mailto:RobertNKathy@Live.Com


         Memories from Long Ago 
                                       by Len Deighton  
Acclaimed British author of cookery books, history and military history, but he 
is best known for his spy novels. Len is also a long time Honorary member of 

the Association 
 

A true family story from the past 
 

The Thames Estuary is a vast 
triangle of water. At night, with 

even the slightest glimmer of 
moonlight is shines like a silver 

arrow-head with its tip in 
London's Docklands. In 1916 the 

German airships were using it as a 
navigational fix to bomb London. 

> 
> My grandfather was a cooper working in the docks and when the air raid 

alarms sounded he led his wife and his 16 children 
to shelter in a nearby cellar. My mother was one 
of the youngest chosen but my Uncle George was a 

mere toddler. 
> 

> It was quite a task to get everyone out of bed, 
dressed and along the street before the bangs began 
and on one particular night little George seemed to 
be making little effort to keep up with the others. 

They shouted at him and pushed him along. He cried and they were sorry. 
> 

> Eventually they reached the shelter and they saw that George had two legs 
in one leg of his trousers. Quite an impediment! 

> 
> In those far off times my mother was a small girl but a 

quarter of a century later she was sitting with me (an only 
child) and my father in a cellar in Central London listening 

to the bombs explode. 
> 

> The shelters were usually crowded with silent, 
apprehensive people and I would sometimes pester her to tell 

the story of George and is trousers. 
> It always got a laugh. 

 
(pictures are representative of actual events) 



 

By-Laws Change 

At a Zoom call meeting held on 27 March the Board Members unanimously voted to 
change the By-Laws in the following manner: 

Article IV – Voting 

Currently reads: Each Member and each honorary member has one vote. Associate members are non-
voting. 

 Change to read: Each Active Member and each Life Member has one vote. NOTE: Should an Associate 
member be elected to the Board (see Article VII, Section 4, item E below) said Associate member shall 
have one vote. 

Reason for the change. 
  1. We do not have a Honorary Member category. It was changed to Life Member some time ago. 
  2. Associate member elected to the Board needs to have voting rights. 

Article VII Elected Officers 

Add Item E. to this section. 

 E. Should the situation arise during a reunion General Membership Meeting that there are insufficient 
nominations for a particular office(s) from 20th FWA Active Members, the Board may allow the election 
of an Associate member to any vacant officer position. The Associate member would be allowed the same 
rights as other board members, too include voting on matters pertaining to the association. No more than 
two Associate members may hold board positions at any one time.    

Reason for the change. If there are no 20th FWA Active member(s) willing to hold a vacant position(s) 
and the association is facing Dissolution then a willing Associate member(s) should be allowed to be 
elected to that office(s). Also to allow the Board some options regarding Associate members holding 
board positions. Also to limit the number of associate members holding elected positions to two. This 
should preclude the 20th FWA from losing its identity in future years.   

  

 

Members Flew West Since The Last Reunion 

Herb Myer  Lew Martin 

Kenneth Geiger  Keith Bailey 

Lloyd Helms Ray Rider 

 



20th Fighter Wing Associations  

Awards Program 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Currently the Association is involved in several award 

programs. It is our greatest pleasure to identify worthy 

individuals and organizations which are actively preserving 

the 20th Fighter Wing’s current and past heritage. The below 

awards are currently bestowed on active duty individuals and 

various museum’s. 

 

Aerial Achievement Award 
The Aerial Achievement Award was created in 1997 to recognize noteworthy airmanship by a 
20th FW pilot during the preceding calendar year. The type and character of airmanship shall 
be the sole discretion of the 20th FW Commander. The award consists of a trophy, inscribed 
with the name and unit of the winning pilot, a plaque similarly inscribed and a $500 cash 
award (from the 20th FWA) that is given to the unit fund to support unit activities. . In addition, 
each award winner is invited to a 20th FWA Reunion. A maximum of $500 travel money, two 
hotel nights, and the banquet dinner is provided for Award winner and spouse. 

23 Pilots have earned the award through year 2019. The award for 2020 will be presented 
during the last half of 2021. 



Force Multiplier Award Aerial Achievement Award 

Force Multiplier Award 
 
The Force Multiplier Award was created in 2008 after Board discussion at the 2007 Denver Reunion. 
The idea was presented to Col. James Post, 20th FW Commander, who gave his approval. Criteria for 
the award shall be a noteworthy contribution to the mission of the 20th FW by an enlisted member of 
the “20th FW during the preceding calendar year. The type and character of this contribution shall be 
at the sole discretion of the 20th FW Commander”. The Command Chief will also be involved in the 
selection process. The award consists of a trophy, inscribed with the name and unit of the winning 
enlisted person, a plaque similarly inscribed and a $500 cash award (from the 20 FWA) that is given 
to the unit fund to support unit activities. In addition, each award winner is invited to a 20th FWA 
Reunion. A maximum of $500 travel money, two hotel nights, and the banquet dinner is provided for 
Award winner and spouse. 11 Enlisted members have earned the award through 2018. Unfortunately, 
no award was presented for 2019. The award for 2020 will be presented during the last half of 2021. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Wethersfield Airfield Museum 
Outstanding Service Award 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Comments from Ross Stewart, Museum Curator 
Wethersfield Airfield Museum, is honored to accept the award from the 20th 
Fighter Wing Association, we will display it with pride. For thousands of 
USAF personnel it would be home for 2 or 3 years, and a record number of 
Anglo American marriages took place, those families now when visiting 
England like to take a trip down memory lane. At the museum we try to 
make each visit as personal as possible, the volunteers have a wide range of 
knowledge and experience, there are items and stories on display and if 
possible a guided tour including a work place, married quarter, 
accommodation, social area or a drive on the runway is the highlight for 
many visitors. We hope when the MOD handover the base in 2025 the 
developers will include a permanent Heritage Centre where we can continue 
to preserve Wethersfield Airfield history and welcome visitors for many 
more years. 
 



Upper Heyford Heritage Centre 
Outstanding Service Award 

 

Comments by Nick Forder, Center Curator 
   As the home of the 20th TFW/FW from 1970 until 1993, Upper Heyford will be 
very familiar to many of you. I am sure you will agree that it is an ideal place to 
remember the impressive aviation heritage of the 20th TFW/FW. 
   Building on previous volunteer efforts at Heyford we established a regular 
airbase tour program in 2018 and opened the Heritage Centre (Building 103) in 
2019. We are now waiting for Covid Regulations to allow us to re-open and stay 
open.  
   We are always looking for Heyford photographs, uniforms, stories and 
memorabilia. We are collecting Heyford Veteran photos for our Upper Heyford 
Heritage Facebook page. We are looking for Veterans to be airbase tour guides. 
If you can help support us at all please contact us 
at uhheritage@outlook.com and we look forward to welcoming you as visitors. 

mailto:uhheritage@outlook.com


Bentwaters Cold War Museum 
Outstanding Service Award 

 
Comments from Simon Gladas, Museum Curator 
   The twin bases of RAF Bentwaters and RAF Woodbridge will be forever linked by 
their shared history. The Bentwaters Cold War Museum, located in the former 
Command Post at Bentwaters, is making every effort to record as much as possible to 
ensure it is not forgotten. 
   Back in 2003 a bunch of passionate Brits got together to form the Bentwaters 
Aviation Society and from that evolved the museum that opened in 2007 thanks to the 
support of the owners of the site, the same family that farmed some of the land before 
WWII. 
   We have a room dedicated to Woodbridge and a section on the 79th which we want 
to extend. The history of both bases is one of incredible variety and to have the 79th 
and its Tiger connection is another significant feature. 
   Collecting the stories, photos and memorabilia to record the history is our passion 
and we welcome anyone from the 20th to share these with us. Contact Simon Gladas 
via email simon.gladas@hotmail.co.uk and check out the website www.bcwm.org.uk 
for more information. 

mailto:simon.gladas@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.bcwm.org.uk


  

 

 

Desert Storm’s Cold Wind From the North Part IX 

By Major Jeff Guinn 

In order to complicate the defense problem for the Iraqi gunners as much as possible, the 
mission planners widely varied the attacks' time span. On some missions, the second aircraft in 
a two ship would be flying four miles astern, with their weapons coming off as their leaders 
were hitting the ground. Other missions would put the second aircraft five minutes, forty 
miles, back. Because of this unpredictability and the Ravens blinding the remaining Iraqi 
radars, the gunners had no idea how long to maintain their fire. And there was an intended 
side effect: since the F-16s during the day couldn't avoid the upper reaches of the AAA as 
they recovered from their diving deliveries, part of the 20th's goal was to string the gunners 
along so as to deplete their ammunition stockpiles as quickly as possible. 

By this time, Iraq was doing an excellent job of being a black hole simulator, thanks in part 
to successful attacks against the electrical transformer yards at a new dam in Happy Valley 
and another east of Irbil near the Iranian border. Except for the red-hot AAA shells arcing 
into the sky, the burning refineries from previous night's attacks, and the moon glinting off 
the Euphrates, there was nothing. On some cloud-covered nights, Iraq was wholly black. Maj 
"Puppy Chow" Rutschow believed it looked as if "God had reached down from on high and 
scooped up a chunk of planet." 

From their new vantage point closer to the 
stars, the dichotomy between winners and losers 
stretched across the landscape. It was starkly 
delineated by the glittering lights that ended at 
razor sharp lines defining the Turkish-Iraqi and  

Syrian-Iraqi borders. On one side, life as before, 
on the other, stygian darkness. 

By 15 Feb, the 20th was ranging freely over 
Iraq from Baghdad north. Their targets included 
nuclear R&D facilities, rail-yards, airfields, 

ammunition dumps, barracks, refineries, SCUD and SAM production plants, more EW/GCI sites, 
and chemical warfare facilities. 

 

One of these, a nuclear R&D facility SW of Kirkuk, produced the largest secondary explosion 
seen in the Northern Iraq Theater of Operations. Eagle pilots reported a brilliant flash 
about a minute after the F-111s attacked, with the fireball reaching to at least 15,000 feet. 

  History From Art 

 



Capt. Fiebelkorn with his P-51 showing his 8 air 
and 2 ground kills on the canopy rail. 

An ammunition storage facility north of Irbil provided another graphic example of the F-111Es 
medium altitude effectiveness. During that night's mission debrief, the Weasel and Eagle pilots, 
prompted by watching 15 minutes of secondary explosions across the entire target complex, 
gave the Aardvark crews a standing ovation. 

The Baji oil refinery was also lashed by the 20th. The coverage afforded by 12 F-111s carrying 
fourteen bombs each was so complete that the aftermath was plainly visible both in Turkey 
120 miles north and to weather satellites orbiting 22,000 miles overhead. Of more immediate 
importance to the Aardvark crews was the thermal turbulence -- it was so severe that even 
four miles up it was nearly impossible to hold bombing altitude. 

 

 

Capt. Ernest C Fiebelkorn “FEBE” 

20th Fighter Group’s Top Ace 

To say Febe’s start in the 20th was a rocky one would be an understatement.  Art Heiden,class of 43H at 
Willy,was a classmate of Febe’s.  Art said one of Febe’s instructors remarked that he would either be killed or 
would end up a hero. In time Febe would live up to both predictions. 

Capt Fiebelkorn was born in Pontiac, Michigan on 12 Dec 1922 
and grew up in Lake Orion.  From an early age he wanted to fly.  After 
graduating high school, he asked his mother for permission at age 17 to 
join the Army Air Forces but she refused and pushed him to enter 
college.  By May 1942 he’d had enough and quit school to enlist and was 
called to active duty in Nov. 1942. He received his commission on 30 
August 1943. 

Febe stood out almost from the beginning.  One day, during P-38 
transition training, he was part of a four ship with the instructor leading.  

Unbeknownst to the rest of the flight, lead’s oxygen disconnected.  Helost consciousness andwent into 
compressibilitya dive.  The rest of the flight dutifully followed lead down.  Soon one student broke away, 
another’s ship came apart and the pilot was killed.  Febe just hung in there until the instructor regained 
consciousness.  Both pilots, with extreme difficulty, pull out of their dive but with both aircraft trashed.  A 
short time later,while training in California, he got too close to the Salton Sea and spent the night there until 
rescued.   

Febe somehow managed to survive his training and was given an assignment to the 55th Fighter 
Squadron in Jan.1944.  Royal Frey, (later USAF museum curator) described Febe as “a very likable fellow, 
friendly courteous and polite.”  Febe was awestruck by the squadron’s “seasoned veterans,” but truth be told 
the squadron’s pilots had only about four missions under their belts.  Royal attributed some of Febe’s early 
transgressions to his efforts to live up to the image he had of his squadron mates.  On his first orientation 



flight, with Royal, he forgot to flip the electric prop “Increase-Decrease” switches to “Auto” which resulted in 
over revving the delicate Allison engines.  This required changing out both engines.   

On Febe’s next flight he forgot to fasten down his canopy which flipped open and was lost.  His third 
flight with the squadron resulted in another misadventure.  By this time the 55th’s commander decided to 
have Febe transferred to 20th Headquarters.  At the time, due to lack of facilities, the 55th was stationed at 
nearby RAF Wittering a few miles from senior leadership.  It was hoped that being at Group HQs would help to 
focus Febe on the task at hand.  Febe was now assigned to the group but flew with the 79th FS due to its ops 
being close by to HQs.  For a while his new assignment seemed to put Febe on the right path.  But then he 
decided to slow roll through a formation of B-17s.  This last act landed him before a Flying Evaluation Board in 
Apr. 1944.  It was looking like the end of the road for Febe.  Lt Col Russell Gustke, 77th Fighter Squadron 
Commander, was serving on the review board and saw something in Febe he thought he could work with.  
Gustke took Febe into the 77th and whether it was coincidence or something else, Febe found a home that 
worked for him he and started to shine. 

For the most part Febe played by the rules.  Although, he did have some relapses.  During the 
Normandy campaign, D+ 6, he was out on a high-level bombing mission with the P-38 (called a Droop Snoot 
Mission) followed by hitting the deck in search of targets of opportunity.  He was so consumed by wreaking 
havoc on the Wehrmacht he lost track of his fuel and had to make an emergency landing on a newly 
constructed beach landing strip.  After he landed nearby soldiersscattered. It seems there was a 1,000 lb bomb 
still on board. 

During the last few days of the 20th’s operation with the P-38 he scored his first victory, on 14 Jul., 
sharing a credit for a FW190.  On 5 Aug., now flying the P-51, he nailed a Bf109 near the Zuider Zee in Holland.  
He was flying White 3 in the Top Squadron when bandits were called in.  Febe dropped tanks and executed a 
hard-right turn.  After about 90 degrees into the turn the fuel in his fuselage swapped ends and he spun out.  
After two spins he pulled out at 26,000’. He then spotted three P-51s engaging a Bf109 about 5,000 below.  He 
split-essed and caught the 109 on the deck gave the 109 a one second burst taking off the 109’s tail and in it 
went. 

On 28 Sept. 1944 he was escorting heavies into Germany when approximately 75 Bf109s and FW190s 
were spotted.  Disregarding the odds and leading Blue flight along with the 
spare flight engaged the bandits from the front and rear.  Combat proceeded 
from 27,000’ to the deck.  Febe knocked down two 109s and then scratched 
another 109 and 190 that were in the traffic pattern at Kothen Airfield.  With 
four down in one mission, Febe became an Ace and was awarded the Silver 
Star. 

The 20th’s mission of 2 Nov. 1944 was to screen the left flank of 1st 
Division B-17s hitting oil facilities near Leipzig.  About 50 miles west of the 
target the 20th spotted approximately 250 Bf109s starting to attack the last 

box of heavies.  The 20th proceeded to engage with a result of 28 destroyed, one probable and five damaged.  
Febe tried to match his performance of 28 Sep but fell short, but not by much.   Febe turned into a large 
formation of 109s which quickly broke up.  He split-essed after one of them which proceeded to go into a 

Capt. Fiebelkorn & his groundcrew 
celebrate his 4 kills on 28 Sep. 1944. 



steep dive.  Febe followed firing several bursts until they both entered the overcast.  When he exited the 
overcast the ground was coming up fast and he was just to the side of the 109 both tried to pull out only Febe 
succeeded.  He then proceeded to lock in on a 109 in the landing pattern at 50 yards.  He let lose a short burst 
resulting in the pilot bailing out.  Another 109 in the pattern caught his attention.  After sliding in behind him 
he fired a short burst, hitting the wings and fuselage.  The 109 nosed over and crashed.  Result for Febe was 
three kills and an Oakleaf to his Silver Star. At this point he picked up the moniker of “Catch em in the pattern 
Febe.”  

Febe’s final victory of the war was a maneuver kill against an ME262 on 8 Nov. 1944.  After completing 
the day’s escort mission, he was out on the hunt.  At around 4,000’ he spotted an ME262 that he then chased 
into a dive.  Once on the deck it leveled out.  At this point several other non-20th P-51s joined in on the chase.  
Just as he was about lined up for a shot two P-51s cut in front of him.  The 262 then pulled up into the 
overcast and then came right back down and crashed.  Febe received a shared claim for the 262 with a 357 FG 
pilot. At the end of his tour Ernest Fiebelkorn had 9 air victories, 1 probable and 2 destroyed on the ground. 

At the end of WWII, the armed forces were rank heavy and as a result Febe separated from the service 
in Feb. 1947.  Not sure of the administrative process but he returned as a MSgt at the 56th FW, Selfridge Field, 
MI for a short while.  In Dec. of 1947 he was returned to flying status as a Capt at Selfridge Field, MI.  
Eventually he ended up with the 4th FIS flying F-82s (twin Mustangs) out of Honshu, Japan.  On 6 July 1950 in 
the opening days of the Korean War Febe was flying a night intruder mission trying to locate an advancing 
tank formation that had broken through our lines.  The search area was socked in and soon the flight reached 
bingo fuel and started to leave the area.  Febe radioed in that he thought he saw a break in the overcast and 
was going down to have a look.  That was the last he was heard from.  Two and half years later Febe and his 
radar observe were found on a mountain 45 miles north of Seoul.  For his actions in Korea he received his 
Second Oak Leaf Cluster to his DFC.  Major Ernest C. Fiebelkorn is buried at Arlington Natl Cemetery. 

 

20fwa.org Web Site has had a face lift. Visit 20fwa.org 

for all the current news, happenings and changes. 

 

Items currently available for sale can be 
viewed on our website, 20fwa.org, and open 

Store Button   



Victory by Valor 
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